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PREFACE 


Relating to the 


OUEEN: 


Reaver | 

His Plain Diſcourſe being 
defign'd at firſt, to go no 
farther than the Pulpit, T 

Was by the late moſt Aſflifling Pro= 
vidence induced ( as the Title Page 
| tells you) to ſend it to the Prels: 
Conſidering that a Diſcourſe of this 
Nature (tho it can be at no time 
Unſeaſonable) can never be moe 


ſcaſonably Publiſhed than at this 
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Tunfture ; when there is as General a 
Lamentation for the Death of our moſt 
Gracious Queen, 4s we have ever 
known for any Publick Calamity. And 
my deſign berein being to promote , 
what in me lyes, a due Acknowledg- 
ment of the Hand of God in all Af- 
fliftions, and to inStruft thoſe who 
need ſuch Helps, how they are obliged 
to behave themſelves under them, and 


how they ought to improve them ; and * 


to lay before them the moſt Perſwa- 
ſive Motives to ſuch a Behaviour and 
Improvement ; I humbly hope it may 
be in ſome meaſure ſerviceable to my 
Country-men in affeing themwith 


ſuch a Senſe of this Heavy Stroke, as 


may have that happy Influence upon 
them,which T have bere ſhewed,God,in 
Firs infinite Goodneſs, doth principally 
am at, in all the Evils that befall us. 


And becauſe the quicker ſenſe we 


have 


to the QUEEN. 
have of this Lols, there may be the 
more hope of our Compliance with Gods 
Defign therein ; and it being neceſſary 


tothe retaining and more quickning our 


ſenſe thereof , to keep freſh in our 


Minds the Greatneſs of it, 1 can not 
but take this Occafion to Repreſent, 
with an Equal mixture of Admiratio- 
on and Grief, the Excellency of the 
Perſon, and therefore the Greatneſs 


+ of the Bleſſing, which we have lt. 


But fince it would be too great a 
Preſumption ( in me Eſpecially) to 
Pretend to give ſo full a Deſcription 
of Her Majeſties Virtues, and Her 
Natural and Acquired Accompliſh- 


. ments, 4s may deſerve the Name of 


Fler Character, I intend not much 
more, than to inſtance in thoſe which 
lay moſt open to Obſervation : But 


, _ thoſe are enough to ſpeak Her, The 


Glory of Her Sex. 
Az = 
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We had very Admirable Accounts 
of Fler , from Fer Court at the 
Hague, during Her 4bode there, 
from moſt UnqueRtionable Teſtimoz 
nies, which made us Envy our Neighs' 
bours Happineſs in Such a Princels ; 
who Knew their Happineſs, (as "twas 
impoſſible they ſhould not) and had an 
Extraordinary Value and Veneration 
for Her. And ſince Her Return to 
Her Native Country, and Her Ad- 
pancement to the Throne bere,we nes 
ver knew a more Eminent Exception 
than She was to that (ommon Obſere 
vation, Minuit Przſentia Famam. 
The Fame char Perfons had when 
Abſenr, ſuflers by their Preſence. 
The Queen had, to begin with Fer | 
intelle&tual Endowments, anexceeds 
ing quick Apprehenſion , and as 
Clear and diſcerning a Judgment, 
The late Arch Biſhop of Canterbury 
hath 


to the QUE EN. 

hath mwore than once Expreſſed tome 
great Admiration, at the Proofs He 
knew Her give of theſe Accompliſhe 
ments in the weighty Aﬀaires of State, 

in the Kings Abſences, when the Bx- 

ecutive part of the Government was in 
Her Hands. And, bythe way, That 
Great and Excellent Man, whoſe 
Death is alſo much Bewailetl, could 


not have Choſen a Time for His leirv- 


ing the World,more bappy for Hitnſelf, 
than that which Providence Choſe for 
Him; ſince He eſcaped avery Terri- 
ble Shock by being taken away from 
the nexpreſſuble Loſs we are now La- 
menting which was then at the door. 
The Queen hath left alſo a Great 
Name behind Her, for Her Wil 
dom and Prudence inthe Mingges 
ment of _ Bufineſs She 
was pleaſed to be concerned in. And 
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might more ſafely than.She be trufted, 
with that Advice of the Son of Sis 
rach, Let the Counſel of thine 
own Heart ſtand. Several great 
Paſſages which I have had from the 
beſt hands do-make me ſay his. 

And Her Perſon was not more Amis 
able than was Her Temper. It was 
fo far from having the leaſt Tinfture 
of Pride, or Peeviſhneſs,or any thing 
diſt aſtful or diſobliging, that the Cha- 
raFer of Deliciz Humani Generis, 
might with as little ſuſpicion of Flats 
tery be beſtowed on this Queen, as on 
that Lovely Roman Emperour whoſe 
it iwis, Nay. T am perſwaded, that 
nev- 3s {,, Great a Perſon ſo Great 
an Ex:mple of Condeſcending Courte» 
fy, Kindneſs and Sweetneſs, as She 
gwas towards all about Her, or that 
made Addreſſes to Her - not Exceptz 
ing the Meaneſt of feler poor Suppliz 

cants, 
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cants, who were very Numerous. As 
more of true Majeſty was never ſeen 
in a Sovereign, thanin Fer, So nes 
ver appeared leſs of Loftineſs, or of 
Contemptuous Behaviour. m a Su 
ject. In the ſeveral Yearly Courſes of 
my Waiting upon Fer as Chaplain, I 
can truly fay, T could never obſerve 
Her, to the beſt of my remembrance, 
either by any thing ſhe ſaid or by 
Her manner of ſpeaking or by ſo 
much as a Look, to be Angry or out 
of Fiumour. 

She did nat ſeem to have any thing 
of Melancholy in Fer Natural Com- 
plexion ; and yet, Which is very Ex- 
traordinary,” She was at a. great dis 
ſtance from the other Fxtreme. She 
was Eafie, Free and Chearful, but 
without the leaſt ippearance of Levi- 
ty. She wwuld natiher ! e overWhelme 
ed with Grief, nar tranſported with 


Joy; 
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79, and yet was far from a Stoick ; 
Her Temper was ſufficiently inipreſſi» 


* Ble. She hath been ſeen to Shed Tears, * 


with great Tenderneſs, for the Death 
of a Perſon She bad an Efteem for, 
and would Expreſs a due Senſe at the 
bearing of Unwelcome Tidings ; And 
She had a great deal of Sympathy, 
and Compaſſion in Her Nature, as 
Will be ſhewn : Tet She ſtill bore Af- 
fliftions with great Patience ; they 
could not Extort from Her an Vn- 


ſeemly Word, nor make Her Uneaſy to 


any Body but Her ſelf. 
Her parting with His Majeſty once 
a Vear was always Grievous to Fer, 
and a Cloud afterward appeared upon 
Fer Countenance for a time,but it was 
even Aſtoniſhing to obſer ve, not only 
how ſoon ſhe Overcame Fer Sorrow, 
and Cleared up again,but alſowith what 
Evenneſs and Compoſedneſs of Mind, 
ſhe 
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ſpe could bear his Long Abſences, aud 


the Thoughts of the infinite Dangers to 
which i Pxpoſed 7 Royal Perſon, 
1 ſay this was very wonderful, Conſie 
dering that She was a Pattern for the 
Beſt of Wives; She always Expreſ- 
ſed the Tendereſt Affefion to, and the 
Higheſt Value for, the King, Her 
Husband. And therefore it was ime 
poſſible for Fer, notwithſtanding the 
Happineſs of Her Temper, fo to des 
mean Fer ſelf under ſuch aTryal, had 
She not a great Faith in the Divine 
Prote&ion, being aſſured of His bee 
ing Fngaged in the Beſt of Cauſes, 


Such a Pattern was the Queen of 


Sobriety and freeneſs from Vanity, 
that T am ſorry ſo few of our Ladies 
could ever perſwade themſelves to have 
the Ambition berein to reſemble Her : 
And. that (contrary to the Cuſtom, 
Which till this Reign hath here no leſs 

| Prevaited, 


It 
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» Prevailed, than in other Countries ) 
the Example of a Queen ſhould be of 
little force ; nay of So little, as not to 
be able to make ſuch Childiſh Vanities 
as Spotted-Faces, out of faſhion. 

And tho' Queens of all Ladies may 
be (I hope) Excuſed,if they ſhould exs 
ceed in their Ward: robe, our Queen 
was ſo far from being lyable to Cen- 

ſure upon that account, that a Gentlez 

man of great Worth whoſe Office would 

not let him be TIznorant of Her Ex 

es,did ſometime ſince Profeſs,that 

e was very unwilling to ſay how 
little ſhe laid out upon Apparel. 

And as to the Sobriety which relates 
to the Palate, She was ſo far from 

being fond of great Dainties, that T 
beard Her once ſay, that She could 
live in a Dairy. 

What an enemyShe was to Idleneſs, 
even in Ladies, Thoſe who had the 


Ho- 
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Honour to ſerveHer are living inſtan 
ces. It is well known how great a part 
of the day they were employed at their 
Needles, & ſeveral Ingennities ; the 
Queen Herſelf, when more Important 
Buſmeſs would give Her leave, Work- 
ing with them. And, that their Minds 
might be well Employed at the ſame 
time, it was Her Cuſlome to Order one 
to read to them , While they were at 
work; either Divinity, or ſome Pros 
fitable Hiſtory. ; 

And what a value She ſet on Time, 
appeared by Her leaving Her Pillow 
by Six in the Morning, and Her late 


Returns toit: And by the Hours. 


which She daily ſpent in Hey Cloſer. 
And 'twas Admirable to ſee how She 
would Contrive, to be as little as needs 
muſt out of Buſmeſs. She did not ſpare 
fo much as Her Dreſſing time from 
it; Which was after She had 6*en 


fu(t 
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firſt in Her Cloſet about balf an hour, 
and then, after a Diſh of Tea or 
Chocolat, about two hours more. 
phe appointed Her Levy { that is 


: » 


Hey Drefling time ) for the Receiv- 
ing of Petitions,and doing What other 
Buſmeſs could then conveniently be diſ» 
atch t. And evennow alſo would She 
ave Reading when there was a vacans 


Oy for it. And this was the time which- 


the Ladies knew to be moſt acceptable 
for the receiving of Viſus , becauſe 
then they would lea$t binder Buſineſs. 
As for thoſe Ladies who came at Her 
Working time, they knew they ſhould 
not be welcome, except they work't 
£00 


Dinner, She would commonly walk in- 
to the Gardens, and there ſee how the 
Gardners had obſerved Her Orders, 
and farther appoint them what to do. 
But 


Between the Chappel-Prayers and 
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But we mu#t return to Her Clo- 
ſet, where, how She employed Hers 
ſelf, we may more than gueſs, by the 
Choyce Colleftion of Books She furs 
niſhed it with; as well of Divinr* 
ty, as Hiſtory, and other Learned 
and Ingenious Treatiſes ; ana by the 
great improvement of Filer Mind She 
gained by them: Which thoſe Worthy 
Men who were Her Chaplains m Hol- 
land, and the Learned Clerk of Her 
Cloſet bere ( who alſo for ſeveral years 
waited on Her there ) can abundant« 
lh Witneſs. Thoſe Hiſtories She 


ſpent moſt time in, were ſuch as by 


which She might be beſt Accompliſhed, 


| for the moſt Difficult and Weighty | 


Employment of a Sovereign Queen. 
And as to Divinity, She had: b:en 
fuch a Student therein, as well to 
knw, up what Grounds and Rea- 
ſons, She ought undoubtedly to Be- 

B lieve 
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lieve the Goſpel of our Saviour, the 
Evidence we have for the Truth theres 
of : And not only to have the trueſt 
underſtanding thereof, whereby She 
could well diſtinguiſh between the true 
Teachers and the Corrupters of the 
Chriſtian Do&rme, but to be able to 
defend it, and Eſpecially againſt thoſe 
of the Roman Communion ; Her 
greateſt danger, as 1need not ſay, has 
ving been from that Quarter, 

And tis bighly worth our Notice, 
what anotable Inſight She had mto the 
Errours of that Church, and how un- 
derftandingly She would Argue againſt 
ſome of thoſe Errours, when Very 
Young, 4nd what. a warm Zeal She 
would even then expreſs againſt Po- 
pery ; for which ſhe got the Name 
of Queen Beſs, from her Uncle 
King Charles. 

And a Second Q. Elizabeth She 

proved 


to the QUEEN. 
proved to be, both in regard of Her 


immoveable Conſtancy in alli to 
the Proteſtant Religion, againſt vigos 
rous Aſſaults, which have not bitherto 
been made Publick ; and of ber great 
Aﬀettion to the Church of England, 
for whoſe true and juſt intereſt She 
was much concerned. But yet Her 
Love to this Church did not lever 
Her Mind, with any ſour Prejudices 
againſt Other Protetant C burches, 
as That of Holland found by Expe- 
rience ; nor leſſened Her Charity to- 
wards Sober Diſſenters among Our 


ſelves. 


] am as ſenſible as my Reader, 
that I have now a little deviated from 
the Rules of Method ; but it is more 
pardonable to give You ſuch Remarks 
48 Theſe in a leſs proper place, than 
to forget them, when I have a furer 


for them. 
B 2 And 
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And now ſhall T need to add, 
that our Incomparable QUE E N 
was alſo a Perſon *f miſt ſincere 
and Unaffeted Devotion and 
Piecy 2 whether there be need of it 
or no, I cannot decline this Subs 
je. 
' She was, if Compariſons may be 
made, Moſt Exemplary in Her 
Piety. 

It « very well Known, m the 
Firſt place, how ſtriftly Conſcienci- 
ous She was in the Obſervation of 
the Lord's Day ; and that as well 
Privately, as in the Publick Aſ- 
ſemblies. 

As She emoyned Preaching mm 
the Chapple:Royal after the Evening 
Prayers (though there were always 
Prayers, and a Sermon twice eve- 
ry Sunday Morning ) and likewiſe 
two Sermons, with the Prayers, 

on 
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on all the Monthly Faſts, ſo was 


| She conſtantly a moſt Serious and 


Devout Attender on them both parts 
of thoſe days. As She was alſo on 
the Lords Supper, the Firſt Sun- 
day of every Month. And She was 
obſerved to ſpend more Time than 
ordinary in Her Cloſet , not onely 
the Day, but alſo the Week be- 


fore every Communion. 


Nor could any Buſineſs detcin 
Her from Fer Private Chappel, neis 
ther Mornings nor Evenings, throughs 
out the Week, In all the Times of 
my Waiting, TI never knew Her 
once abſent. Aud whenſoever She 
had Occaſion to go Abroad a Morn- 
ings, She gave Order for the Prayers 
before She went ; or if She intended to 
return to Dinner, She would have 
them, tho" late, before She ſate down 
at Table. 

Bz And 
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And whereas it was the Praflice 


in former Reigns , to have onely 
the Second Leſſon for the Mornz 
ing and Evening Service read in the 
Private Chappel, She Commanded to 
have both for the future. And it 
ſo fell out, that 1 had the Honour 
of fiſt receiving this Her Pious 
Command. 

But Her Puty was far from 
beg confined to Her ( happels and 
('/oſet; She was every where 4 
like Pious in varus Inſtances. A 
Reverence of the Deity ſhewed it 
ſelf in every thing She ſaid or did. 

Who ever heard Her take the 
Name of God or of our Saviour 
into Fer Mouth, in too light or 
vain a manner ? Tho' thu Praftice 


# grown ſo common, as to be lit» | 


tle {crupled by very many, whom 
we may nt cenſure as not truly Re- 
 biyious 
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Þ4 ligious. Such is the Force of a Gee 


neral Cuſtom. 

T do not, you ſee, ſpeak of Pro- 
faining Gods Name by vain Swear- 
ing, for it would be much too lite 
tle a thing to ſay of ſuch 4 Saint, 
that She abhorred this, but of all 
irreverend Uſe thereof ; but of 
this, 7 ſay, our Bleſſed Queen did 
make great Conſcience. 

And ſo did She no leſs, of Cen- 
ſuring and ſpeaking ill of Others, 
and of all other Liberties , which 
even great Profeſſors of Religion 
do too common! d/ give themfel ves in 
Talking. And therefore She was one 
of St. James bis Perfect Women; 
for faith be, It any offend nor 
in Tongue, the ſame 1s a Pers 
fect Man. 

And it us no Wonder, if She, 
who could fo perfettly govern Fer 
Ba Opeech, 
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Speech, ſhould be as void of Ofs 


fence in all Her A&tions. And it 


i certain, that ſo She was. 

So Extraordinary Strift was Her 
Majeſties Life, even from Fer 
Youth, that for the Seventeen 
Tears of Fer Married State, The 
King, as he hath Profeſſed, Could 
never fee any thing in Her, 
which He could call a Faulc. 
And no Man can keep a Strifter 
Guard uton his words, than his Maje» 
fly is always obſer ved to de. 

And as to the Poſitive inſtan- 
ces of the Queens Piety, or Fear 
of God, they were ſuch as ſhewed 
She made no leſs Conſcience of Sins 
of Omiſſion , than of Commil. 
ſion. 

I might ſpeak of the Pious Care 
She took of Her immediate Atten- 
dants ; and how concerned She was, 

fo 
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to have them ſecured from Tem- 
tations, when they had occaſion 
to go abroad. But I cannot omit 
One Paſſage, which is. an Equal 
Inſtance both of Fer Piety and Hu- 
mility. She having condeſcended to 
be Ged-Mother to a Daughter of 
one of Her Servants, and calling 
to. mind thoſe Words at the end of 
the Office of Baptiſm ; You are 
to take Care, that this Child 
be brought to the Biſhop to be 
Confirmed by him, &c. She 
not onely took this Care of Her 
God-Daughter, bur in Order to 
Her due PPreparatim for Coofire 


mation, would inſtr1f her Her- 


ſelf, and hear ber jay her Cates 
chiſm. She did not think it enough, 
to Command one of Fer Servants, 
or the Clerk of Her Cloſet, to 


do this Office, 
And 
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And how great a concern She bad 


for the Reforming of the Manners 
of Her Subjects, in this very Looſe 
Age, appeared, by Her moſt Pious 


Letter to the Juſtices of Middles 


lex: Wherein She vigorouſly Exe 
cited them to do their Duty, accords 
ing to their Oaths, in Executing the 
Laws againſs Sweaxers and Cuſ- 
ers, and Profaners of the Lords 
day, and all Debaucbed Perſons. 


And Her Majeſties Charity ought 
to be taken notice of next after Her 
Piety ; in Which moſt Chriſtian Grace, 
it is impoſſible $o Excellent a Pers 


ſon in all other Reſpets, ſhould be 


defeftive. 

The (ueen could well diſtinguiſh, 
bet ween the Religion of the Means 
and of the End. And no one can 
be more ſenſible, than She was , 

how 
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how lictle Praying, Hearing, Reads 
ing and the Sacraments do ſignify, to 
thoſe who place the Whole of Reli- 
gion in ſuch Things, as Neceſſary 


' as they are. She knew that the Des 


fign of theſe Great Duties, is the 
making us more and more to Par- 
take of a Divine God:like Nature ; 
the Subduing of all Corrupt 4f- 
fetions and inordinate Appetites, and 
the making us forward to all Good 
works. 

And it is Evident, that theſe 
were the Ends She propounded to 
Herſelf, in all Aits of Devotion ; 
as by Her great Proficiency m O- 
ther Virtues, ſo particularly by Fer 
Excelling in Works of Mercy and 
Charity. | 

She filled Her Almoners with 
Buſineſs of this kind, more perhaps 
than any King or Qgzen Ever did 


mn 
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in this Kingdom, within ſuch a ſpace 
of Time. And that not only in Diftris 
butions at Flome , but alſo m Fo- 
reign Parts, among Poor Sufferers 


for the Sake of Chriſt. 


And I have g10d reaſon to believe 


from what I Know, that Her Own 


Hands were likewiſe large Diſpen- 


fſers of very Private Charities. 


And it is ſtrange, that Her Me- 
mo y ſhould ſerve Her tobe ſo Pun- 


Ftual as She was, in the Payment of 


Her Private Penfions, at the Times 


She had ſet for it, without being put 


in mind of thoſe Times when they 
came. And Her Memory was no leſs 
Faithful in reference to the Perfor- 
mance of Her Gracious Promiles ; 
&s 1 bave knwn by Experience. 
Theſe things, 1 ſay, are very 
Strange, Conſidering how Her Mind 
was always Loaded with _ 
a 
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and with Buſineſs of the greateſt 
Weight & Importance, eſpecially when 
the King was Abroad : Which T think 
hath moſtly been for the greater 
Part of Every Vear. But it ſeems 
She thought nothing could be of 
greater Importance, than Works of 
Charicy. : 


Ts the Laſt Place, 1 cannot fore 
bare taking notice of Another Rare 
Endowment with which Her Majes 


ſty was Adorned , and which few 


Would expeft to find in the Charafter 
of a Woman, tho' a Queen, Viz, 
Courage and Fortitude. Herein 
was She alſo a Second Queen 
Elizabeth. 

This was Eminently demonſtrated 
by Her Manly ( Her more than 
Manly ) Behaviour, when the French 
Brayadoed it upon our Coaft : And 

| &7es 


-— —— 


27. 


4 5s 196 
24 HOW" 8 A $0.07 


28 


The Preface Relating 


great Danger apprebended from our | 


Buſy Enemies at Home, and of 
Treachery in our Navy ; and The 
King then in very difficult (arcume 
Ftances in Ireland. 


So that the Streight, the Queen 


was now in, ſeemed much like that 


of David at Ziklag ; and much 


Greater than that of Queen Eliza- 


beth at Tilbury. Bat now did 
She demean Herſelf, not only as That 
Queen, but as David did at that 
Time, She Encouraged Herſelf 
in the Lord Her God. And 
Thoſe who ſhold have Animated 
Her, had She need of being A- 
nimated by them, were chiefly ſupports 
ed by the Obſervations they made of 
the Admurable preſence of Mind, She 
all along ſhewed. Minding the Bu- 
ſmeſs which the Exegency of 4ffairs 
called for, and Expreſſing no diffidence 
of Succeſs. An 


ng 
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And this, no donbt, was one of 
thoſe Times, -to which a Noble Earl 
referred, in this Saying which T heard 
from him, viz, We have owed 
our Safety more than Once , 
to the Queens Care and Vis 
gilancy. And he was at ſuch a 


| Poſt, in all the moſt difficult part 
; of Their Majeſties Reign, as to be 


beſt Able of any Mimiſter of State, 
to ſay this of his own Knowledge. 
I cannot here Omit the mention- 
ing, (tho' it would bave better come 
m before ) what Another Great Per- 
ſon, very Eminent for Piety as well 
as Parts and Learning, with whom 
the Queen frequently Converſed, did 
ſay to me of Her, about Four Nears 
ſince, viz, She is ſo Good, that 
when I Compare my ſelf with 
Her, I am Aſhamed to find, 
how much I fall ſhort of m 
| . 
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' She was ſo great an Example of © 
Piety and every Virtue, that Conſi- 
dering them altogether, it can be no 
Hyperbole to ſay, Certainly a 
Greater never Graced a Throw. . 
She had the Virtues of the Beſt 
Princes, without the leaſt Mixture 
of thoſe Failings, with which the 
Names of moſt of them are Stain- 
ed in Hittory. 


As to that One (that onely ) 
Thins, which our Male-Contents 
would fix as a foul Blot upon Her 
FMajeſties Memory ; Would they once 
be Per ſwaded to lay aſide their Pre- 
Judices, and the groundleſs Notions 
they have Entertained, it is impoſ- 
fevle they ſhould not at length ſee, 
with the Generality of their Protes 
ſtant Brethren, not ouly at Home, 


but throughout Chriſtendom, that 
That 


fi 
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That which they would make ſuch 
n Hainous Crime in the King and 
Queen, us rather an Inſtance of He- 
roick Virtue. | 

As to the King, What greater De- 


 monſtrations can they deſire, than He 


hath given them, of his not having 
been Afted m What ſo\much Offends 
them, by Aſpiring Ambition? For had 
He been induced by ſo \very Bad a 
Principle, to take upon Elim the Gos 
vernment of thele Kingdoms , Are 
they able to imagine He would have 
Haraſſed Himſelf, and run ſo many 
Tremendous Hazards, as He hath 
done ever ſince, both by Land and 
Sea? Can they think it Poſſible for 
Him to chuſe (uch a Life, bad He 
Accepted of Three Crowns for the 
Pleaſure of Wearing them ? 


Had this been his Ultimate Des 
| fign, His Haughty Neighbour bad 
£2 p 
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too many Irons m the Fire, to have | 
given Him the leaſt Diſturbance in 
the Enjoyment of Flus Acquiſations : 
And would have Thanked Him to let 
Him have owned Him for Hu Bro- 
ther; and to have conſented to ſuch a 
League with Him, as that he made 
with the Late Uſurper : And would 
no more bave been King James's 
Friend, than he was King Charles's, 
when Fe fled to him for Succour ; 
but would have ſerved the One as hs 
did the Other. 

Thoſe know Nothing of that 
Prince who hath made himſelf ſo well 
known to All Europe, that can make 
the leaſt doubt of this, 

One would think therefore,that Mae 
lice it ſelf ſhould not need to be ſatiſ- 
fied, That King William Accepted 
not of theſe Crowns, otherwiſe than 
4s a Means to the Nubleſt of Ends, 
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viz. The Reſcuins of both Theſe 
and the Neighbouring Nations, from 
Popery, Oppreſſion and Slavery. 

And would the Men 1 am dealing 
with, have had the Queen obitruct 
This Glorious Work, by Refuſing to 
fit with her Royal Husband upon the 
Engliſh Throne, merely becauſe That 
Prince was ber Father who left it 
Empty ? When if He could have been 


' ſatisfied, not to Subjeft Himſelf to 


the Tripple Crown, and not to be 
Governed by the Counſels of Jeluites, 
and by the Diftates of the GreateSt 
Enemy we are capable of having ; and 
to let bis People enjoy their Religi- 
on, and Laws; He might have 
Reigned as happily, notwithſtanding 
his being a Son of the (Church of 
Rome, as ever did Any of Flis 
Royal Proteſtant Predecefſors. 


\ Should the Queen have been ſo 
C 3 Wil- 
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Wilful,as to prefer the Falſe Intereſt 
of a Father, to b»th the Temporal 
and Spiritual Intereſt of many Whole 


Nations / to the Intereſt of Jo many. 


Millions of Bodies and Souls too ) 
She would have left a Blot indeed 
upon Her now Spotleſs and mo#t_ 
Precious Memory. | 
In what 1 have here ſaid of Her 
Majeſty, Which is Extreamly little, 
Conſidering what She deſerved, T ſin- 
cerely Profeſs that 1 have no other 
Aim, but to make us the more Aﬀeft- 
ed with that Sad Providence, which 
bath deprived Us of Her ; in Order to 
our making that good improvement 
thereof which God Expelteth, 


Hadthe 2 ueens High Deſerts been 
Publiſhed in Her Life time, the Pub- 
liſher ought to have been content to be 
Cryed Shame of, as a Fooliſh Fulſome 

Flats 
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Flatterer ; And that I may not now incur 
the Suſpition of Flattery, you ſee how 
ſparing T have been in ſpeaking of the 
King. But this [ may be allowed to 
fay of his Majeſty, That He had an 
High Eſteem for Flis Royal Conſort, 
upon the account both of Her Wiſdom 
and Pity. 


And the King Bewails Her Death, 
as an unſpeakable Loſs to Himlelf, 
as well as to His People. He decla- 
red, like a good Chriſtian, when He had 
no Hope of Her Life, That He did 
not Repine at the Will of God: 
But yet the Thoughts of His Parting 
with Her did Put Him, as Great a 
Soul as He hath, into Terrible Ago- 
nies. Which were ſo far from being 
Blame-Worthy, that they; made His 
Submiſſion #o That Hand, which 
gave Hm this Bitter Cup to drink, 

: C3 the 


Sa 
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the more like His Bleſſed Saviours. 


And the Queens Death Was ſuch 
as it might bave been Preſumed, ſuch 
a Life would End in. Upon Her ha- 
ving the firſt Intimation of the Dane 
ger She was in, She Replyed to this Ef+ | 


fe: I have been inſtructed by | 


the Divines of our Church, how 
very Hazardous a thing it is to | 
Rely upon a Death-Bed Repene | 


tance; and I am not now to bes» 


gin the Great Work of Preparing | 
for Death: And, I Praiſe God, 
I am not Afraid of it. 

And She was ſo Compoſed 
throughout Her Sickneſs, that 'twas 
Evident She had not the leaſt diſture 
bance upon Her Mind; but that all 
was Calm aud Serene within Her. 
One of Eder Phyſicians (4 very Wor- 
thy Gentleman ) was ſo Affefled with 


the 
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the Obſervations he then made of Her, 
as ſmce to ſay, She ſeemed to me, 
more like an Angel, than a Wo- 
man. 


Frequently She called for the Pray 
ers, which my Lord of Canterbury 


' - ſtillread to Her; And about Twelve 


howrs before Fer Departure, She Come 
fortably received the Holy Commus- 
nion at his Hands, Seven Biſhops 
Communicating with Filer. And at 
lait She went away as quietly as a 
Lamb, with Fler Works tollowing 
Her. 


Oh ! What a Dark, What a Black 
Chriſtmas hath this Jear bronght 
us 1 We may well apply thereto thoſe 
Words in-the Propheſy of Amos, Ir 
ſhall come to Paſs, ſaith the Lord, 


that I will cauſe the Sui togo 
Ca down 
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down at Noon*Day, ( and it was 


ſearce Noon-day,with This our Bright 


Sun, when it ſett) and I will turn 
your Feaſts into Mourning, and 
all your Songs into Lamenta- 
rion, | 


And now, if my Grief could Per: 
mit me farther to Aggravate this our. 
Loſs, after the Fauthful Repreſenta- 
tion, as defeflive as it is, which hath 
been oiven of the Worth of the Jewel 
we have loſt, it Would not fignifie 
much to you: ſince the Loſs is ſuch, 
as that you can Conceive, much 
better than T can Expreſs the Great» 
neſs of it. And if it be not Year afe 
ter Near more and more Felt, and 
therefore better Underſtood, it will 
be what we have as lutle reaſon as 
can be, to expett. 

And nothing but wretched Incona 

ſideration 


to the QUEEN. 


ſfideration can make us Fearleſs of its 
being deſigned for a Preſage and Fores 
runner of other Calamities ; while we 
continue ſo Bad a People, notwuh- 
ſtanding the Great Bleſſmgs, botl 
Spiritual and Temporal, which our 
Nation hath had a long Enjoyment 
of, above all other Parts of Chris 
ſtendom : And while muſt Countries 
about us have lain under Oppreſſion 
and Tyranny, and been in Blood and 
Confuſion : And notwithſtanding our 
late moſt wonderful Deliverance, and 
the ſtrange and unexpetted Things 
which God hath ſince done for us, 
towards the Securing and the Per- 
fefting thereof. 

The moſt ſerious People are much 
afraid, That Her Majeſty is taken 
away from the Evil to come, 
when they Refle& upon the Fiigh 
Provocation, we haye given to the 

Divine 
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Divine Majeſty , by our Obſtinate 
Averfton to the leaft Reformation, 


either of Manners, or of any thing 
Amiſs, after all the Marvellous In- 
terpoſations of Providence, in the 
Behalf both of our Church and State, 

God Jaw Her to be incompara- 


bly too Good for a People, who would. 
not Mend in the leaſt by Fer Ex-' 


ample : And therefore what can we 


reaſonably think, but that Ele took 
Fer bence im juſt Judgment to Us, 
tho in infinite Mercy to Herfelf. 
At leaſt, this ſad Concluſion may be 
made from this Providence, if we 


ſhould be as inſenſible of the Hand 


of God in our Loſs of Her, as wt 
have been of the Bleſſing we had 


im Her, while we enjoyed Her. And 


Her Kingdoms might have enjoyed 
Her more than Forty Years longer, 
bad they better deſerved Her. 

Had 


to the QUEEN. 
Had Her Life been prolonged to 


' ſuch a Number of Nears, it would 


have been no ſtrange thing, conſt? 
derins Her Temperance, and the 
Healthfulneſs and Strength of Her 
Conſtitution, 

We can aſſign no mere Natural 
Reaſon, Why She might not at leaſt 
have lived to the Age of Queen 


Elizabeth, who dyed before She was 


Seventy Nears Old, and yet Was 
Thirty Eight Tears Elder than our 
Bleſſed Queen Mary. 

And if it ſhould prove, That this 
fad ſtroke ſhould _ be loſt npon us, 
what Cauſe may we have to dread, 
a yet Sadder! 7 mean the ofing of 
our King too, Who may well be 
called, The very Breath of our 
Noſtrils, fince the Prophet Jere- 
miah did ſo ſtile a Prince, who des 
ſerved nor to be Named on the ſame 
day with Him. And 
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And well may I ſay, that the 
Loſs of Kinz William, would be. 
the Greateſt, that ( Humanly ſpeake 


ing ) can befal us : Since thoſe are. 


worſe than Blind, who will not ſee, 


That the Safety of theſe Nations, 


and of at leaſt all our Proteſtant 
Neighbours, doth wholly, under God. 
Almighty, depend upon His Precious | 
Life ; and muſt neceſſarily ſo do in. 
the Eye of Reaſon, while our Cir- 


cumſtances continue as they are A- 


broad. 

Should God call the King from us, 
before our Danger from France is 0- 
Ver, I can not think but the Faces of 
many of his Profeſſed Enemies would 
ſoon gather Blackneſs, at the Scaring 
Proſpe&t which thoſe who can ſee but 
one Inch before them, muſt needs then 
bave a Clear fight of. dnd then it may 
Endanger their Lofing that Senſe they 

bave 
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| haveleft them, to Refle&+ upon their 
' Prodigious inſenſibility of their own 


mtereft, whether they Ever Come or 
no, to bave any Concernment for the 
Publick. 

And what Cauſe have we to Pray 


' Heartily for the Kings Long and 
: Proſperous Reign Over us, from Af- 

' feftion to Him as well as to Our 
' Selves! Since to Him, as Gods 


great Inflrument, We Owe the Pre- 


' ſervation of our Religion, and of all 


that is Dear to us ! 


To Conclude, Thoſe who are ſo Ir- 
religious as to look no farther, than the 
Natural Cauſe of the Queens Death, 
are never like to be Bettered theres 
by. But Such as are duly Senſible 
of Gods Hand therein; who could 
eaſily have Prevented it without a 
Miracle, and by bis Ordinary Provis 


dence 
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dence too, had He ſeen it in Hi 
infinite Wiſdom Fir; Can not bu 


See what an Awakening Providenc 
This is, Loudly Calling upon us to At: 
tone His Wrath, by deep Humilia 


tion, Hearty Repentance and Re: 


ormation. 


But let the Conſequents of this, 
Stroke be never ſo Sad, we ought, 
with Holy King David, To be 
dumb,and not open our Mouths, 
becauſe it was Gods doing : Aud 


to ſay, Righteous art Thou O 
Lord, and juſt, moſt juſt, are 
Thy Judgments. 


And indeed to have ſuch a Bleſ- 
img as This, Snatcht away from us, 
and one ſo Qualified in all reſpefts, 
and ſo deſirous too, to make us ( m 
Comunttion with Fler Royal , Come 

panion 
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5, panion in the Throne) both a Good 


but 


and a Flouriſhng People; and that 
in the very Flower of Her Years, 
and in an Age which could worſt 
Spare Eder ; Religion being now at 


| fo low an Ebb, and Wickedneſs and 


Infidelity ſo Abounding ; This is 


' Such a Calamity, as no (onſideras 
tions can Support Good People under 
' it, like the Thoughts of His Bands 
being in it from whence we receive 
| all our Good, and therefore 
: ought to receive Evil : And the 


Aſſurance we have, that Our Migh- 
ty Loſs is Her Infinite Gain. 


Cdward Glottceſter. 
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Jos, IT. x. 


What ? Shall we receive 
Good at the Hand Vf 
God, and ſhall we nt 


recetve Evil? 


| He Wicked Speech of Job's 
Wife in the foregoing 
| Verſe, was the occaſion 


of theſe Words, Oblerv- 

ing his perſeverance in his Integrity ; 
and not onely his Patient Submiſſion 
. to, but alſo Thankful Acquieſcence 
in the Will of God, under the Hea- 
vieſt of Calamities, the brake out into 
theſe moſt Impious and Blaiphemous 
Words, as they are in our 7ranſla- 
tion, DoFt thou ſtill retein thine Inte- 
grity2 Curſe God and dye. Where- 
D upon 


2 Of Receiving Evil | 
; upon the Holy Man gives her this Re 


ply, Thou ſpeakeſt as one of the foolihh 
Women ſpeaketh; What > Shall we re 
cerve Good at the Hand of God, and 
(hall we not receive Evil ? 

That ſpeech of hers is variouſly 

rendred, bur I ſhall onely Obſerve 
7.23 that the Hebrew Word which is here 
Tranſlated Curſe, properly ſignifies the 
contrary, Bleſs. The Old Latin Ver- 
fjon ſo renders it in this Place ; but 
I acknowledge ſo it doth too, in that 
ſaying of the Devil, He will Curſe 
Thee to Thy face; where the ſame 
Word is uſed, but our Tranſlation 
there muſt needs be right. 
: But I have thought it ſtrange, that the 
73 ;2.7, Septuagint ſhould render this Speech 
73; ©«- Of Fob's Wife, Blapheme God and dye; 
*% Where the Word may very well ſig 
nifie Bleſs ; and yet render that other 
'Evxey4- of the Devil, He will Bleſs Thee ti 
or. thy face; where 'tis manifeſt it muſt 
ſignifie Curſe ; as it does in ſome few 
other Texts. 

In ſhort, I ſee no reaſon why we 
ſhould not ( with ſome of our moſt 
Learned Expoſitors ) underſtand thus 

, Word 


at the Hand of GOD. 


/' Word hereaccording to its Proper ſig- 


nification; and ſo make Job's Wife to 
fay to him, Bleſs God and dye. 

You may Object, Why then ſhould 
theſe Words ſo ſtrike Fob to the heart, 
as his Reply ſhews they did, viz. T hou 
[peakeſt as one of the fooliſh Women 
ſpeaketh , that is, Thou ſpeakeſt like 
a Wicked Wretch. 

I Anſwer, That 'tis too evident 
theſe Words were ſpoken 7auntingly, 
and therefore well deſerved ſo ſevere 
a Rebuke: They may be thus Para- 
phrasd: 7 ſee thou art a wonderful 
Thankful Man : Thou cauft bleſs God, 
when of a vaſtly Rich Man, He makes 
thee a Beggar ; when of a Father, of 
no fewer than Ten Children, He makes 
thee Childleſs in a Moment : Go on to 
Bleſs Him ſtill, fince thou haf# ſo great 
Encouragement ; the Reward He deſigns 
thee being the deſtroying of thee, next 
after thy Children. 

And this ſaying, Bleſs God and ae, 
uſed as a Tawnt, I need not tell you 
was highly daring and preſumptu- 
ous; tho' not ſo Horribly Protane as 
Curſe God and dye. | 
D 2 In 


4 Of Receiving Evil 
In Diſcourſing on the Latter Part 
of Job's Admirable Reply, What 2 
Shall we receive Good at the Hand of 
God, and ſhall we not receive Evil ? 
I ſhall endeavour to thew, 


I. That Evil proceeds from the Hand 
of God as well as Good. | 

IT. What is meant by Receiving, E- | 
vil at His Hand. 

ITI. How our Receiving Good 1s 4 
Motive 70 receive Evil at Hs 
Hand too: Or where in lies the 
Force of this Motive. 

I V. 1 ſhall draw ſeveral Inferences 
from the whole. 


Firft, That Evil proceeds from the 

Fand of God, as well as Good. Or, 

that Evil Events as well as good, are 

from the Divine Providence. You ſee 

I ſhall take it for granted that Good 

Pucd nii- things are all from God; and well [ 

1: ſi,quid may, fince Tully could ask, Why do 

mur quid we Worſhip Him, or Pray to Him, if 

Precamur jt were otherwiſe» And he thought, 
Deos ? . | . 

Ne var, With Poſidonius before him, that a 

Deer. Man cannot deny this, but he muſt 


be 
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be an Atheiff; and therefore made 
no better Men of Epicurus and his Fol- 
lowers, tho' none did more Profeſs the 
Belief of a Deity. 

But we will a little Enquire, Whe- 
ther Evil things do come allo from 
God's Hand ; becauſe thoſe who have 
the Higheſt Thoughts of the Divine 
Goodneſs, may be molt apt to Que- 
ſtion how God can be the Author of 
any Evil; How out of the ſame Foun- 
tain can Flow, both Sweet Streams 
and Bitter ; Or rather, How Bitter- 
neſs can iſſue forth from the Fountain 
of Sweetnels. 

Now that this is very Ackmanoble, 
will chiefly appear trom what we are 
to ſay hereafter. Our preſent Buſi- 
neſs is to ſhew, That Evils do pro- 
ceed from the Hand of God ; as allo 
what Hand He hath in them. 

That they do proceed! trom His 
Hand, is ſo evident from the Holy 
Scriptures, that nothing 1s more evi- 
dent, God Almighty fairh by His 
Prophet Jſaiah, Ch. 45. 7. 7 form the 
Light, and create Darkneſs ; I make 
Peace, and create Evil : |I the Lord 
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do all theſe things. And by His Pro- 


phet Amos, Ch. 3. 6. Shall there be 
Evil in a City, and the Lord hath not 
done it 2 And by His Servant Moſes, 
Deut. 32. 39. See now, that I even 1 


am He, and there is no God with me; | 


T kill and I make alive, I wound and 
T heal; neither is there any that can 
deliver out of my Hand. And all the 
Threatnings in the Book of God do 
ſuppole this. 


And therefore we there find Good ' 
Men, ſtill acknowledging God's Hand | 
in their Aﬀidtions. Thus Upright / 
Fob, upon his receiving the Ty dings : 
of his Prodigious Lolles, faith, The | 
Lord hath given, and the Lord hath' 


taken away, &c. Ch. 1.21. The Lord 
hath taker away, as well as given. 
King David we find frequently ma- 
king ſuch Acknowledgments. And 
our Bleſſed Saviour calls his Suffer- 
ings, The C up which his Father had 
given him to drink. 

And indeed the Pagans had gene- 
rally this ſenſe of the Evils ( eſpeci- 
ally the Greater ) that befell them, 
as well as of their Good Things : 

An 
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at the Hand of GOD. 


And therefore they had their Cathar- 
mata, and many Expiatory Rites, for 
the Pacifying of their Gods, when- 
ſoever Calamities of any kind did 
light upon them. 

Now in order to our Underſtand- 
ing What Hand God hath in Evils, 
we are to take Notice. 

I. That they do not ordinarily 
proceed zmmed{iately from His Hand : 
Nay we have no reaſon to believe 
that any Evils ever do, but 'tis pro- 
bable that thoſe do proceed from /x- 
vifible ſecond Cauſes, which do not 
from Yi/{ble. 

2. Nor is it neceſſary to make E- 
vils, at leaſt Ordinerily, the Effects 
of Second Cauſes, by any poſitive 
AQ of God, whereby he uſeth thoſe 
Cauſes as his I-truments in the moſt 
proper and ſtrict fence of that Word. 
But it may be enough to ſay, upon 
the falling out of Diſaſters, that His 
good Providence did not interpole, 
1n preventing thoſe Evil Effets be- 
ing produced by their Cauſes. Nor 
can we certainly conclude, that ever 
God doth any more than withhold 
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his wonted Protection in ſuch Caſes 

3. Evils may be truly of God's Ap- 
pointing, tho” not cauſed by any Po- 
ſitive At of His. And whenſoever 
His Providence ſuffers us to fall into 
ſuch Circumſtances, as that certain 
Evils inevitably light upon us, and 
no Care could prevent them; then, 


being of the Divine Appointment, no 
leſs than Permiſſion. 

And even thoſe may be ſo, which 
are the Eflects of other Peoples Wick- 


edneſs. As when the Pride, or Cove- | 


touſneſs, or Malice of another makes 
me a Sufferer. For the Opportuni- 
ties and Advantages which a wicked 
Man may at any time have againſt 
me, are from the Divine Providence. 
So that, tho' it be infinitely unwor- 
thy of God, to infuſe Evil Aﬀeci- 
ons, Inclinations or Diſpoſitions into 
any man, or to excite any one to 
Sin, yet He knowing ſuch Aﬀecti- 
ons and Inclinations to be in ſuch 
Perfons, and that they only want 
Objects or Opportunities for the 47- 
zng of them, He may make uſe of 

them, 


; 


at leaſt, we may look upon them as | 


he. ac 
© 


| 
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them, for the ſcourging of ſuch Par- 
ticular Sinners, or for the Tryal of 
ſuch or ſuch of His Servants. 

We have an Inſtance hereof in $hi- 
mei's Curſing King David. Upon A4- 
biſhai's ſaying, Why ſhould this dead 
Dog Cur(e my Lord the King 2 Let me 
I pray thee go over, and take off his 
Head : The King thus Reply'd, Let 
him Curſe, becauſe the Lord hath ſaid 
unto him, Curſe David ; who ſhall then 
* ſay, Wherefore haſt thou. done ſo 2? 

David could not mean by theſe =” 
Words, that God had laid His Com- 
mand upon that Wretch to Curſe 
him ; This would have been to make 
him no Sinner herein, but His Obe- 
dient Servant. But his Meaning was, 
That God had by his Providence gi- 
ven Shimez this Opportunity of inſult? 
ing over him, and venting his Spite 
upon him. And therefore the good 
King concluded that God in juſt Judg- 
ment did now ſcourge him with the 
Tongue of Shimez, as He had done by 
the Sword of his Son Abſalom. 

And thus God calls the Aſſyrian, 
The Rod of his Anger, and faith that Hy 10. 

Fe 5, Go 
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Author of Sin, that thoſe Phraſes ſig- 
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He will ſend him againf# an Hypocr? 
tical Nation. And by this Phraſe, 
we are to underſtand, God's ſo Order- 
ing it, as that all Difficulcies and Diſc 
couragements ſhould be removed out 
of his way to the invading of the //- 
raelites; which He knew he was pre- 
pared in mind to do, as ſoon as he 
could have an Opportunity. Nor 
are we to think it ſtrange that ſuch 


Words,as Sending, Commanding, Doing, | 


Determining, and many other like 


them, ſhould be 'uſed onely to Ex: | 
preſs, either removing Rubs out of the | 
way to certain Evils, ( whether Na- | 


tural or Moral ) or bare Permiſſions, 
ſince theſe ways of Speaking are He-| 
brew Idioms, and as ordinary as can | 
be in the Fewiſh Language : Of which | 
there are innumerable Inſtances in | 
Holy Scripture : I will Name one| 
more, wvzz, that in As 4. 28. where! 


God's Hand and Counſel and Deter- | 


mination are ſaid to be in the Horri- | 
ble Death and Sufferings of His Ho- 
ty Child Feſus. But *tis as evident as 
that 'tis impoſſible for God to be the 


nific 
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at the Hand of GOD. 


nifie no more than His Permitting, 


or Decreeing to permit thoſe Suffer- 
ings to be inflicted by His Enemies, 
and His ſo Ordering it in His Wiſe 
Providence, as that all Impediments 
to the Executing of their Malice, 
ſhould be removed. 

And we may well fay, that God's 
Hand is in the Evils which befal Men, 
tho' there ſhould be no poſitive At 
of His Hand in them, ſince the Evils 
of which Job ſaith, Shall we not re- 
ceive them at the Hand of God 2 Were 
all inflicted by the Hand of the De- 
vil, through Z7s Permiſſion. All his 
Heavy Calamities were the Effects 
of Satan's Malice, and conſequent up- 
on God's not reſtreining him from 
venting It as he did. 

It appears by the Story, that it 
was the Devil who ſtirred up the 
Sabeays and others to Rob him of his 
Cattle, and to deſtroy his Servants : 
That it was the Devi/ that brought 
down the Fire on the remainder of 
them, altho' it be called the Fire of 
God from Heaven: That it was the 
Devil who raiſed the Storm, _ 

ew 


in 
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blew down the Houſe upon his Sons | 


and Daughters: That it was Ze who | 


filled his Body with Blains & Botch- 
es. And theſe Terrible Evils were not 
onely Permitted by God, but Appoin- 
ted too, but His Appointment took 
place through His mere Permiſſion : 
As knowing that Satan was enough 
his Enemy, to bring all theſe Cala- 
mities upon him, and worle too, if 
He would but ſuffer him. There is no 
more than Permiſſion, or not hindering 


1 o—__ 


to be ungerſtood in that Saying of | 
the Divine Majeſty to him, Behold 


all that he hath is in thy Power, &c. 
Chap. 1.12. Or in that, Behold he 
zs in thine Hand, &c. Chap. 2. 6. Not 


that God gave him a Commiſſion, or 1o 


much as Leave (or Licence) thus to 
Torment the Upright Man ; He one- 
ly withdrew the Reſtreints he was 
before under, from thus Worrying 
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him. This is evident from the Ac- | 
count which the Devil himſelf gives | 


of his having hitherto ſpared him, 
Chap. 1. 10. aft thou not, ſaith he, 
made an Hedge about him, and about 
his houſe, and about all that he hath on 

every 
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every fide > And whereas he faith in 
the next Verſe, But put forth thine 
Hand now, and touch all that he hath, 
and he will Curſe thee to thy Face : 
It is plain, he meant no more by theſe 
Words, but Ceaſe to protect him from 
my hand : And in ſo Exprefling this 
his Meaning, he complyed with the 
fore - mentioned Hebrew [diom, or 
Manner of Speaking. 


Before we proceed further, Let us 
ſtop a while to take Notice, how in- 
finitely we are obliged to the Divine 
Protection; in that we find not our 
preſent State, far more Sad and Ca- 
lamitous than it is. Many Afﬀlictions 
we meet with in this World, and 
ſometimes very Heavy ones: But for 
One Exerciſe of our Patience, we ſhould 
have a Thouſand,and thoſe much more 
intolerable than we have ever yet felt, 
did not the good Providence of God 
continually guard us; were not 7he 
Lord of Hoſts with us; were not The 
God of Facob our Defence and Refuge : 
There are not a few things in all pla- 
ces, which would be both Miſchie- 

vous 


"F 
{ 
d 
bu 
[4 
£: 
1 
{ 
fi 
[i 


14 


Of Receiving Evil 


vous and Deſtructive to us, but for | 


the Care which God Almighty takes 
of us, by the Miniſtry of His Angels, 
and very many other inviſible Ways, 
We know, both by Obſervation and 
Experience, that there is no Creature 
ſo inconſiderable, as not to be able 
to make us Miſerable, with the Di 
vine Permiſſion, or to put a Period 
to our Lives. And therefore that 
was a good Reply, which Theodorw 


made to Lyfimachus, when he threat- | 


ned to Kill him, viz, What a mighty 
Matter is that, the moſt contemsptible 


thing is as able to do thi as thy ſelf. 
The ill Accidents ro which we are | 
dayly liable, are innumerable; and | 


ſo are the Natural Cauſes, both with- 


out us and within us, of a great Num: | 
ber of Diſeaſes ; ſo thar it they were | 
not over-ruled by Providence ( and | 


that by ſuch ſecret Means as make 
it impoſſible for us to underſtand how) 
we could never have one hours free- 


dom from Sickneſs, or Pain; and 


ſhould be always running into Miſ: | 


chief. 
But if the Devils were our onely Ene 
mies, 


at the Hand of GOD. 


 mies, who are ſtill watching all Ad- 


vantages againſt both our Souls and 
Bodies, were it not for the Divine Pro- 
tection, the Caſe of 4otb would be 
moſt deplorable. St. Peter compares 
the Head of them to 4 Roaring Lyon, 
and faith, that he walketh about ſeek- 
ing whom he may devour. Of theſe ma- 
lignant Spirits, and their Malevolence 
to Mankind, the Pagarxs had an Un- 
doubted Tradition, & the poor Amert- 


| cans eſpecially need no ſuch Tradition, 


to whom,to this day,they make them- 
ſelves Viſible, and make them feel fad 
Effects of their Malice. And we find 
enough in the Hiſtory of the Goſpel, 
to incline us to think it very proba» 
ble, that many of the Diſeaſes, and 
other Evils which happen to «s, are 


| of their Procurement. And there 
| needs no more, but God's ſaying to 
| any one of them, concerning any of 


us, what he ſaid of Fob, Behold they 


| are in thine hand, to make this Life 
: a very hell to us. 


I ſay therefore, how unſpeakably 
are we obliged to our Good God, for 
proteQing us, as He doth, with His 

Watch- 
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16 
Watchful Eye, and Almighty Arm! |. 
We have ſeen that He needs not ds | | 
any thing, nor Exert Hs Power in 
any one Ad, to make our Being in 
this World moſt miſerable. He needs, | « 
in Order thereto, onely not to conti- | 
nue His Care of us; which the Bad | : 
as well as Good, and thoſe who pro» | 7 
voke Him every day, ſuch is His | I 
Goodneſs and Long-ſuffering, are e | \ 
very Moment protected by ; though | t 
not alike protected; nor the ſame | 1 
Perſons alwates alike. And how fear« } £ 
ful ſhould we be of diſobliging ſuch | / 
a Friend, Jeſt we at length provoke | # 
Him to pluck up His Zedge of Pro» | al 
tection ! r 
ol 
Secondly, We come next to ſhew, | iu 
What is meant by Receiving Evil at | th 
the Hand of God; which Job's Que- |} 
ſtion here ſpeaks to be a moſt neceſ- | fat 
ſary Duty. Shall we not receive'| th 
Evil > This implyeth theſe Four | w] 
Things. | the 
1. Heartily Acknowledging the Fland | the 


of God, to be in the Evils that befal | toc 
is, : 


2 Subs ? 


Fl 
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at the Hard of G 9D. 
2. Submiting Patiently to Fis Will 


| weder them. 


3- Doing this alſo, Thankfully. 

. Complying with God's Great End 
al Deſign, in them. 

Firſt, Heartily Acknowledging the 
Hand, or Providence of God, to be in 
the Evils which befal us. Since God's 
Hand &, as hath been ſhewed, in them, 
we muſt needs be obliged to receive 
them as from Him ; and with a great 
ſenſe of the Truth of that Saying of 


Eliphaz, Ajflittion cometh not forth of 


the Duſt, neither doth Trouble ſpring 
out of the Ground: Or it is not to be 
aſcribed merely to Earthly or Natu- 
ral Cauſes. And therefore, as we have 
obſerved, we find Pious Men 1n'Scrip- 
rure, ſtill owning God's Providence in 
their Aﬀliftions. | 
Thoſe conſequently, who look no 
farther than the immediate Cauſes of 
them, or who look nor beyond thoſe 
which are Yifble, cannot behave 
themſelves like Religzous Men under 
them, nor ſcarely like Men : But do 


| too often reſemble thoſe filly Currs, 


that fly furiouſly upon the Stones 
E which 
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which-are flung at them, taking no 
Notice of the Hand, from whence 
they come. 

Thoſe muſt either not believe that 
God takes care of Men, and deny that 
there isany ſuch-thing as Providence, 
(which :5 as bad ns flat 4theiſm,-if 
t 'be-ever ſeparated from it ) who 
when, for inſtance, they are viſit 
with Sickreſs;think of no higher Cauſe 
thereof, than the noxious quality or 


_ quantity 'of what they have eaten or 


drank, or 'infe&ious-Steams, or bad 
Atr, \or the like ; and never confider, 
that 'none of theſs things could hurt 
them, had not God ſeen it good, not 
to'keep'them 'by ſome Providence-or 
other out of Harms way, or not to 


Over-rule ſuch Cauſes. And the like | 


may be ſaid of thoſe, who, upon the 
Death of a dear Relative or Friend, 
are aware of no other Cauſe thereof, 
than'the Nature of the Diſeaſe, or the 
Weakneſs of the Means which were 
ufed for the Cure thereof, or ſome 1! 
Accident, Sc. and it never enters in- 


to 'their thoughts, that this Perſon | 
would have Recovered, had God ſeen 


it 
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it fit xo prolong his or her Life : 
Which if He had, more effeftual Me- 
dicines would have bcen applyed, or 
Succeſs given to more ineffectual : 
Or, in a word, God would then have 
railed up the Patient by ſome Means 
or gther, innumerable of which He 
hath at His Command ; or have done 
it, if He had pleaſed, without Means. 

He who ſuffers from the Hand of 


Malice, doth not ſuffer like a Pious 


Man, who looks not upon His Ene- 
my as God's'Rod ; who conſiders not, 
that as much 2/1 Will as he harth, he 
could bave ns Power againft him, ex- 
cept at were given him-from Above; 
as our Bleſſed Saviour ſaid to Pilate. 
And ſo we might proceed in other 
laſtances. 


Secondly, Receiving Evils at God's 
Hand implyeth alſo, Submiting. pati- 
ently and quietly to His Will under 
them, Patient tubmiltion under Af- 


'Alitions is exprelled by Accepting 


them, which is the fame with Kecei- 
ving them. If their Uncircumciſed 
Heart be humbled, and they Accept of 

E 2 the 
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the Puniſhment of their Tniquity, &c, 
Lev. 26. 41. And they ſhall Accept of 
the Puniſhment of their Iniquity, v. 4.3. 

We had as good, not to Acknow- | 
ledge the Hand of God in our Afﬀi- 
Qions, as not to ſubmit to His Hand. 
Nay, in this reſpect it is worſe, to 
Murmur and Repine at them, while 
we acknowledge a Divine Providence 
in them, than to have no belief here- 
of, viz. That Repining at any thing 
which we believe Ged hath an Hand 
in, is Charging Him fooliſhly. 'Tis at 
leaſt, a Tacit and Virtual Accuſing 


kindneſs, or want of Wiſdom. 
Impatience under God's Hand muſt 
neceſſarily proceed from ſome falſe 
and unworthy Notion'of Him ; nor 
can we grudge at any Diſpenſation' 
of His Providence, while we have a 
Senle of this, That God can do no- 
thing, but what is moſt ft to be done. 
Now it is nothing ſo great a Reflexion 
upon the Divine Honour, to deny that 


God concernerh Himſelf in our Suf- 
terings, as, acknowledging ir, to think | 
that He can do what is @nworthy of | 

Himſelf 
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Himſelf, and can be Cruel or Unrigh- 
teous in any of them : Or can at any 
time At unlike to an Abſolutely Per- 
fe& Being. Nay Plutarch would tell 
us, that it caſts leſs Diſhonour upon 
God, tg deny His very Being, than to 
conceive ſuch a thing as ths of Him: 
For He ſaith, That he had rather the 
World ſhould hereafter ſay there wag 
ever ſuch a Man as Plutarch, than that 
Plutarch was an Unjuf? and Naughty 
Man. And I am ſure, every Good 
Man will be of bz Mind. 

So that there is no Duty more rea- 
ſonable,and therefore more indiſpen(- 
able, than quiet Submiſſion under the 
Severeſt of Providences ; which doth 
always imply a Senle of their being. 
Good, as Severe as they may ſeem 
to be; and no leſs Good really, than 
they are Severe ſeemingly and in ap- 
pearance, | 

And therefore, where as we have 


| obſerved, that we ſtill find good men 


Acknowledging the Hand ot God in 
rm, ſo we have them as 
conſtantly expreſſing their Submiſſion 


thereto. 
E 3 Job 
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Fob was a moſt Admirable Exam- 
ple of Patience, conſidering what a 
prodigious Sufferer he was; tho' in 
the /a# of his terrible Fryals, he di(- 
covered tov much weakneſs. 

Old Ely, when the Prophet Same! 
had told him the Dreadful Things, 
which God had threatned againſt his 
Houſe, immediately expreſſed his Sub- 
miſſion in theſe Words, It is the Lord, 
let Him do what feemeth Him good, 
I Sam. 3. 18. 

King David under a very fore At- 
fliction, which he called the Szrote 
and the Blow of God's Hand, thus ex- 
preſſed his Submiftion ; 1 was .damb, I 
opened not my Mouth, becauſe T hou diaff 
zt, Pſal. 39. 9. And there is another 
very Remarkable and ' Aﬀecting In- 
ſtance given by him hereof, when he 
was not onely forced to flee from Fe- 
ruſalem, but in Eminent Danger of 
Jofing his Kingdom, by reaſon of the 
Powertul Conſpiracy of His own Son 
againſt Him. If, faith He, 7 ſhall find 
favour tn the eyes of the Lord, He will 
bring me again, and ſhew me both the 
Ark of Ged and his Habitation : But 


if 
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if He thus ſaith, 1 have no Delight 
in thee, Behold here am I, let Him do 
what ſeemeth good unta Him, 2, Sam. 
5.25, 26, 

But as, all things conſidered, ne- 
ver was there ſuch; a. Sufferer as our 
Bleſſed Lord, fo never was there a 
Pattern of Patience and Submiſſon, 
comparable to that which Ze hath 
ſet us, Never were worſe Words heard 
from Him, than ſuch as theſe : If this 
Cup may not paſs from me, except 1 
drink it,' Thy Will be done. Not my 
Will, but Thy Will be done. The Cup 
which my Father hath given. me to 
drink, ſhall 7 not drink it > And His 
Example is again and again propoſed 
to us, as a great Motive to Patzexce, 
and the reſigning of our ſelves to the 


Divine Will under all AﬀfiQing Pro- 


vidences, Let «s, ſaith the Author 
to the Hebrews, run the Race that 
# ſet before us with Patience, looking 
wato Feſus the Author and Finiſher of 
our Faith; who, for the joy that was 
ſet before Him, endured the Croſs, de- 
Jpifing the Shame, 8c. Chap. 12. 1, 2. 
Fer confider Him, who endured fuch 
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contradiftion of Sinners againft Him 
ſelf, left ye be wearyed and faint in 

ur Minds, ver. 3. And for as much, 
faith the Apoſtle St. Peter, as Chrift 
hath ſuffered for us in the Fleſb, Arm 


your ſelves alſo with the ſame Mind, 


1 Epilt. 4. 1. 


Thirdly, In Receiving Evil at Gods 
Hand, is likewiſe implyed Thankful, 
as well as Patient Submiſſion. It is 
evident, that Fob. intended this too, 
in laying, Shall we not recetve Evil? 
Seeing his Wifes upbraiding him with 
his Bleſſing God in theſe words, The 
Lord gave, and the Logd hath taken 
away, and bleſſed be the Name of the 
Lord, did occaſion that Reply to her. 

Nor are we to think, that this his 
Bleſſing of God, upon his receiving 
ſuch Woful Tydings, was more than 
his Duty ; as greatly honoured as he 
hath moſt deſervedly been in all Ages 
for it: For tis as highly Reaſonable, 
that We ſhould receive Evils thank- 


fully, as that we ſhould be Submiſive 


under them ; tho? it is more difficult, 
Not that an Afﬀidtion as ſach is 
mater 
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matter of Thankfulnefſs; but it is 
ſo, Conſidered as deſigned by God 
for our Good, our greateſt Good ; as 
will hereafter be ſhewed. 

: Good . People find it a very Eafie 
thing, to thank God heartily for Af- 
flictions after the Smart of them is 
over, upon their Experimenting Ad. 
vantage to their Souls by them : But 
there is the ſame Reaſon to Thank 
God for His defigning us Good, that 
there is for our adtual receiving it. I 
have every whit as much reaſon, when 
I am Sick or in Pain, or when I ſee 


one ſo who is dear to me, or when * 


I have /oF# ſuch a one; to Praiſe God 
for intending ſuch Sufferings for my 
Spiritual Advantage, as I have {© to 
do, after I have found this Advan- 
tage 'by them. 

No Man can doubt, but that Jeb 
was Obliged ro be Thankful for his 
Afflitions ( as Heavy as they were) 
after he was raiſed to much more Plen- 
tiful and Happy Circumſtances by the 
means-'of them; and therefore it is 
Evident that it became him fo to be, 


while he continued under the _—_— 
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of thety. Becauſe the Notion he had 


_ of God aſſured him, that he Meant 


t to hin by them ; Poli» 
po World, but Certainly in 
that to come; which is far betrer. 

All Aﬀfidtions as ſuch are Evils, as 
Job calls them, and therefore it would 
be Harſh Doctrine to ſay, that we 
ought to Bleſs God for them Conſi- 
dered under that Notion; but it 
Sounds no more Harſhly to.ſay, that 
we are bound to be heartily Thank- 
ful for them, as they are Means of 
Grace, and Divine Methods for the 


' More and more qualifying| us for the 


Heavenly Happineſs, than it doth to 
tell -me, That my Surgeon deſerves 
not only Thanks but a Reward' too, 
for the Torment he gives me, as that 
Torment is deſigned in order to my 
Cure. 

Conſidering Afflitions under the 
notion of Medicines for the Curing 
of our Spiritual Maladies, or as Frys- 
als for the Exerciſe of our Graces, 
they are not onely Good, but ſome 
of the Beſt things; but I ſhall not 
need to ſay, that all Good things are 

matter 
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mittter of Thankſgiving ; nor that 
our Thankfulneſs for them otghe to 
be proportioned to the - degrees of 


Goodneſs that are in them. 


Feurthly, It is implyed too in Re- 
cerving Fvils at Gods Faw, that we 
Chearfully Comply with Gods Ends and 
Defipns in mflidting them. 

We now iritimated that they are 
deſigned for Good'to us, but the Con- 
cturtence of our Endeavours with the 
Divine Grace, is abſokately rieceſlary 
to the accotnpliſhing of Gods good 
Deſigns upon us. No Means of Grace 
can ſignify any good to us, withour 
our making ufe of them as Sweb. 

We aid Aut now, That Patient 
Submiſfion- is Exprefied by Acceprimy 
the Puniſhment of our imiquities ; and 
row we add that Compliance alfo with 
the Ends thereof, the Chief of which 
19 our Reformation, was intended: by 
that Form of ſpeech. Nor can we 
be properly ſaid to Receive Evil from 
God, or to Accept thereof, if we are 
meerly Paſſive under it; or at leaſt we 


then receive it in vain, as the Apoſtle 


be- 
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Of Receiving Evil 
beſeecheth us not ſo 7o receive the 
Grace of God. 

Not to 'improve Afflictions to our 
Spiritual Advantage, ſeeing t#1s is 
the Deſign of them, is to deſpiſe them 
which Elzphaz warned, Job againſt, 
Happy is the man, faith hz, whom God 
Corretteth, therefore deſpiſe not thou 
the Chaſtening of the Lord, Job 5. 17. 
Which is as much as if- he had ſaid, 
Seeing God doth mean the greateſt 


Good to Men in Correcting them, 


be ſure thou ſo improve this His Se- 
vere CorreCtion; as not to fruſtrate 
His End therein. And Excellent was 
that Advice which Elihu gave him, 
Ch. 34-31, 32. Surely it is meet to 
be ſaid unto God I have born Chaſtiſe- 
ment, I will not offend any more ; That 
which I ſee not teach Thou me; if I 
bave done iniquity, I will do no more, 


Some may think, that we have 0: 
mitted one. Great thing, in Shewing 
what is implyed in Receiving Evils at 
Gods Hand, and that is Rejoycing and 
Glorying in them; which is more 
than being Thanktul: For _ are 

eve” 
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at the Hand of GOD. 


ſeveral Texts in the New Teſtament, 
which ſpeak this likewiſe to be a Du- 
ty. As particularly St. Fames faith, 
Ch. r. 2. Count it all Foy, when you 
fall into diverſe Temptations, or Try- 


als. St. Paul faith, We Glory in Tri- 


Bulations, Rom. 5. 3- And [I will ra- 
ther Glory in mine Infirmities, 2. Cor. 
12. 9. And other paſſages there are 
to the ſame purpoſe. 

But in Anſwer hereunto, ſuch Ex- 
preſſions doubtleſs have not reference 
to choſe Afflitions, which God lay- 
eth upon us in the Ordinary Courſe 
of His Providence, but to thoſe par- 
ticularly which Chriſtians meet with, 
for the Teſtimony of.a good Conlſci- 
ence, and for Righteouſneſs Sake ; 
which were rhe Chief ſufferings of ghe 
ApoFtles, and the Primitive Chriſti- 
ans. And the Apoſtle doth plainly 
intimate, in the words next follow- 
ng thoſe I laſt cited, that zhzs ſort 
of Aﬀictions were thoſe he there 
meant, viz. Therefore I take Pleaſure 
in Infirmities, in Reproaches, in Ne- 
ceſſities, in Perſecutions, in Diſtreſſes, 
for Chriſt's Sake. Or in Suffering 
all theſe for Chri#'s Sake. And 
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-. And Sos wards of our Saviay 
may wall lead us, thus to underftagd 
theforementioned and the like Texts, 
wiz. Bleſſed are ye, when Mep ſha 
hate you, and mbeu they ſhall Separate 
yeu from their Company, and ſball Re- 
proach you, and Caft out your Nang 
as Evil, for the Son of May's Sake. 
Hejayce ye in that day and Leap fu 
joy: For behold your Reward is great 
in Heaven; For in the like wanntr 
did their Fathers unto the Prophets. 
Luke 6. 22, 23. And there are three 
Special Reaſons, why AfﬀliQtons that 
are Suffered upon this account, ſhould 
is Rejoyced and Gloried jn. Name 
Ys 

I» Becauſe infinite Honour is dane 
us, when we are.called forth to Suf- 
fer* for the Sake of .Chriſt. Where- 
fore it is ſaid, Ads 5. 41. That Zhe 
Apoſtles departed from the preſence of 
the Council, Rejoycing that they were 
accounted worthy to Suffer far His 

Name. | 
2, Becauſe.ſuch Sufferiggs have the 
molt Glorious..Reward Promiſed tg 
them. Which you now; faw 1s the 
Reaſon, 


at the Hand of GOD. 


*Reaſon,which our Sevzour gives, why 


ſuch :Sufferers ſhould Leap for joy. 
3. Becauſe a Great Reward doth 


likewiſe accompany Such y 


viz. A mighty Preſence 'of Gods 


' Spirit, whereby the Sufferers are 


-Strengthned with Might in their in- 
ward Mav.- And this was the Rea- 
ſon the Apoſtle gave, why he wad 
weſt gladly Glory in his Twfirmities ; 
for it follows, That the Paver of Chriff 
may -reſt upon me: And why he took 
Phaſure in Reproaches, in Neceſſities, 
in Perſecutions, mm Diſtreſſes for Chrafts 
Cake, viz. Becauſe, When 1 am Weak 
then am I Strong. Or then do 1 
find Great Strength from Above, 


'| * when my Sufferings do moſt'Exceed 


my natural Strength. Again, St. Fe» 
ter ſaith, If 'ye bg Reproached for the 
Name of Chrif#, happy are ye; for the 
Spirit of Glory, and of God, refteth up- 
ox you. So that Glorying in Tribu- 
lations, in ſ«ch Tribulations, is, :if 
we make Compariſons, :rather a Pri- 


-vilege than a Duty. 


As it is a very dangerous thing, 
co 
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© Of Receiving Evil 
to. make Chriſtianity an Eafrer Re 


ligion than Chriſt hath made it, fo 


is it-to- make it a Zarder too: For 
this tends greatly to the Diſcourage- 
ing of men, and the frighting them 


away from it. But nothing could 


more incline us to think it an im» 
practical Religion, than to be told 
that one of its Precepts is, That we 
muſt Rejoyce, Triumph and Glory 
under whatſoever Afﬀiiftions we are 
Exerciſed with. So that, when I am 
Tormented with a Diſeaſe, when I 
have loſt a moſt dear Relative or 
Friend, or ſee ſuch a one in Miſery; 
When. a Great Publick Bleſſing 
(ſuch a one as That which we are 
zow Lamenting ) is taken away from 
us, it i3 not Enough to ſubmit qui- 
etly to the Hand of God, nor to Thank 
Him for His good and gracious De- 


Nfigns in ſuch tore Tryals, towards 


thoſe who ſhall duly improve them, 
but I muſt alſo Rejoyce . and Glo- 
ry .in them; or I cannot Suffer like 
a Chriſtian: This in Truth is much 
too Severe Doarin. We muſt needs 
lay of it, what the. Diſciples ſaid 

| in 
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at the Hand of GOD. 
in another Caſe, This « an hard ſay- 
ing, who can hear it ? If this were 
One of the Duties ( as it is not) to 
which Chriſtianity does oblige us, 
we could not affirm that there is nv 
ground for this ſaying of 7rypho the 
Jew to Fuſtin Martyr, viz. Thoſe Pre- 
cepts of yours, which are conteined in 
the Book which you call the Goſpel, are 
'Davuare r7ws gtyane, So Great and won- 
derful, that I ſuſpefF no Mortal can 
obſerve them. 


I think it here fit to ſuggeſt 7s 
alſo, That neither are we obliged to 
behave our ſelves under Afflictions, 
asif we had no Sex/eof Pain. This is 
to ſuffer like Stozcks, not like Chrif#i- 
ars, Afﬀictions are painful things ; 
They are not for the preſent ( as the 
Apoſtle faith) joyous but grievors ; 
and if they were not Grievors they 
would not be 4fliions. And when 
a man 1s in pain, to carry it as if 
he felt nothing, is ſo far from being 
Brave , or ſo much as Commenda- 
ble, that it. is to play the Hypocrite. 
Our Saviour never taught us ſuch 

\ - 'Þ DoCtrin, 
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Of Receivins Evil 
DoArIn, as not by Precept, fo nei- 
ther by His Example; ſince He Him- 
ſelf expreſſed a ſharp Senſe of Pain, 
And [b Tender was his Nature, that 
when He ſaw others weep for His 
dead Friend Lazzr, He could not 
forbear weeping with them, altho' 
Be ifitended preſently to reſtore him 
to Life. | 

And therefore it is fo far from be- 
ing Blame-worchy in s, that it be 
comes us to ſhed tears, and ro uſt 
other Natural Expreſſions of Grief 
under AﬀiQtions; and as they are 
greater- or leſs, to expreſs more or 
tfs Senſe of them. Onely we muſt 


do all rhart lies in us not to be 7mm | 


der ate Mourners: That is, we ought 
not to five way to fo great a De- 
fetion of Spirit, as will diſable us 
for thoſe Duties which an AMiQed 
State calleth for. 

And as to Weeping, I would be 
ſo far from Checking an AﬀMiQed 
Perfot for it, that 1 would Encou- 
rage him to it, if he ca» weep. For 
Experience fells us, that Tears give 
a Vent to Grief, and ſo grve ſome 

Eaſe, 
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Eaſe. But yet we may weep too 
much, for Exceſſive Weeping raiſeth 
Vapours, and as much diſturbs the 
Head, as Moderate does relieve the 
Heart. 

And thus much for our Second 
Head of Diſcourſe : What i here 
meant by Receiving Evil at God's Hand ? 


Thirdly, We ſhall now ſhew, How 
| Receiving Good at the Hand of God, i 
a Mative to Receive Evil: Or, where- 
is lyeth the Force of this Motive. 

The Force thereof lies in theſe 
Four Particulars; which ſingly, and 
much more Altogether, do make ir 
very Strong and Powerful. 

IL The Evils we Receive af God's 
Hand, are exceeding Few in Compa- 
riſou of the Good Things. 

II. OQuy Good Things are all Unde- 
ſerved, even the leait of them, but 
we deſerve incamparably more Evil 
Things than we meet with in this world, 
and incomparably worſe Things. 

III. We Need Evil Things as well 
as, and no leſs than, Good Things, 
Which will lead us to ſhew, That, 

F2 IV. 
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IV. Evil things are Ordered and 
Appointed to us by God, from the ſame 
Principle that Good things are: And 
therefore the Evil things which come 
from His Hand are Good, conſidered ts 


' coming from thence. 


Firſt, The Evils which we receive at 
the Hand of God, are exceeding Few in 
compariſon of the Good things, which 
are innumerable. Our Good things 
are ſo many, that we are dayly load- 
ed with them. Bleſſed be the Lord, 
faith the P/almil, who dayly loadeth 
ws with His Benefits, Plal. 68. 19. 

. And he thws addrefſeth himſelf to 
God, P/al. 40. 5. HAany, © Lord my 
God, are Thy wonderful works which 
Thou haſt done, and Thy Thoug hts which 
are to 145 ward : They cannot be reckon- 
ed up in Order unto Thee; if 1 ſhould 
declare and ſpeak of them, they are more 
than can be numbered. 

[t is 1impoſhble for us to draw an 
Inventory of the Thouſandth part of 
choſe Bleſſings, which in a very ſhort 
time we all receive from the Boun- 
ty of Heaven. Every Minute of our 
Lives 1s full of Mercies, nor can we 


ſee 


at the Hand of G'0 D. 


ſee any Place, which doth not a- 
bound with EffeQts and Expreſſions 
of the Divine Benignity : Whether 
we look upwards or downwards, or 
round about us, or w/#hiz us, as well 
as without us. And all Conſiderative 
Perſons are able to make a large Ca- 
talogue of more ſpeczal Favours, from 
time to time conferred upon them, 
over and above thoſe which are the 
Common Portion of their Feilow 
Creatures. 

Nay, as it is certain:y beyond the 
Ability of a Finite Underſtanding, to 
comprehend all the individual Blet- 
ſings which every Man is oblig'd ro 
God for; ſo is it too much tor an 
Hamane Underſtanding to number all 
the ſeveral Species and Sorts of them. 

We can begin with Meat, Drink 
and Cloaths, Health and Strength, 
the Uſe of our Reaſon, and many 
Bodily and Mental Endowments : 
And we can proceed to Friends and 
Relations, to Preventions of Evils 
feared, and Deliverances from Evils 
felt, &c. But when we have gone as 
far as we can, we can not ſay how 

9 much 
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much we have fallen ſhort of filling 
up the Account; and are fain to con- 
tent our ſelves at laſt, with ſumming 
up all in ſuch Generals as theſe, Ne- 
ceſlaries, Conveniences and Superflu- 
ities: Things Profitable, Honoura- 
ble and Pleaſant : Bodily and Spiri- 
tual good things ; or thoſe which re- 
late to our Well:being in #4 World, 
and to our Eternal Happineſs in the 
other. | 

Now what an Argument is th, 
to perſwade us to do what we ſhew- 
ed is implyed, in Receiving Evil at 
God's Hand! viz. For now and then « 
Days Cloudy Weather, 1 have many 
weeks of San-ſhine: For a few weeks 
Sickneſs, I have many Months, and per- 
haps Years of Health : Ewvils fall upon 
me in thin Drops, but Good things come 
down in plentiful Showers, Or 1 have 
many Thouſands of Good things, for 
One of Evil. 

This Conſideration muſt needs 
make ns ſenſible, that it is the moſt 
diſingenuous thing in the World, to 
forget our Obligations to God for an 
infinite Number of Good things, by 

means 
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at the Hand of GOD. 


means of the Greazeft of thoſe ( Cum- 
paratively ſpeaking) extremely few 
Evils, from which His Providence 
does not protect us, 

Nay, there is O»e Gift of GOD, 
which A4/one will Weigh down all 
the Temporal Evils that do, or can 
befal us; Namely, That of His own 
Sou: How then are they Qut»weigh- 
ed by this, and all the other Fruits 
of the Divine Mercy and Bounty put 
together ! 

Secondly, Another Conſideration 
that adds mwch to the force of this 
Motive, is, That our Good things are 
All Undeſerved, even the very leaſt of 
then : But we deſerve all the Evils 
we Suffer, and incomparably more and 
greater, than are inflicted in this Life. 
There is no good man, but will rca- 
dily ſay with Jacob, Gen. 32. 10. / 
am not Worthy of the leait of all the 
Mercies, and of all the Truth, which 
Thou baſt ſh:wed unto Thy Servant. 

It is impoſſible.thar ſuch poor Im- 
potent Creatures as We are, ſhould 
be able to.do any Service, whereby 


we can Challenge the leaft Reward 
"#4 at 
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at the Hands of our Creator, upon 
the account of Merit. 

Indeed the notion of a Creature 
is inconſiſtent with the leaſt deſery- 
ing from Him. A Creature owing 
all that it &, and all the Power it 
hath, to its Maker. It being a per- 
fetly Dependent thing, and Unable 
to At or to Subkſt one Moment, 
but by virtue of its dependence up- 
on its Firſt Cauſe. And therefore 
the Glorious Angels themſelves muſt 
needs acknowledge, that they are 
obliged to the Divine Grace for all 
the Bleſſings they Enjoy. 

And as the notion of a Creature 
Excludeth all Merit in reference to 
God, ſo doth the notion of a God, 
render it impoſſible for a Creature 
to Merit of-Him. For that Notion 
being Abſolute Peffetion, and Infinite 
Self-Sufficiency, it is impoſſible to do 
God a Kindneſs; and for him to be 
Beholden to any one. Can a Man, 
ſaith Eliphaz, be Profitable to God, as 
he that is Wiſe may be Profitable unto 
himſelf ? Is it any Pleaſure, or ad- 
dition of Happineſs, to the Almigh- 


FY, 


at the Hand of G O'D. 
ty, that thou art Righteous? Or is it 
Gain to Him, that thou makeſt thy ways 
Perfet# ? Job 21. 2, 3. And there- 
fore 1 fay, there can be no/ proper 


 Meriting at Hrs Hands. þ 


- Buton the Contrary, the Evils we 
receive are all Deſerved. We can- 
not but be Convinced of our ill de- 
ſerts, when we Conſider that we are 
Lapſed and Apoſtate Creatures; and 
how we have Tranſpreſſed the Eter- 
nal Laws of Righteouſneſs, and Af- 
fronted the Great Sovereign. of the 
World, by innumerable Acts of Diſ- 
obedience. He knows not what Sin 
is; what Horrible Injuſtice is in it ; 
how Intolerably Preſumptuous a 
thing it is, for Creatures to oppoſe 
their wills to the Wiſe and Good 
Will of rheir Great Creator; nor 
does he know what Prodigious In- 
gratitude, nor what Deſperate Mad- 
neſs, every Wilful Sin againſt God 
Implyeth, who is not ſenſible that 
the Worſt of Evils are deſerved by 

him. 
And whoſoever have a due Senſe 
of their Sins, will ſay whilſt under 
TiC 
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the Heavieft Calamities with Nehe- 


miah, in the Name of the Revellious 
Iſraelites, How be it, Thow Lord art 


jait in all that is come upon us, for Thou 


haſt done Rizht, but we have dowe Wick 


edly, Ch. 9. 33- And with Ez, 


Thou haft puniſhed us leſs thaw our 
Iniquities deſerve , Chap. 9. 13. 
And as in the General, all Kinds 
of Evils are deſerved by us, as we 
have been more or leſs Guilty of 
Wilful ſinning, fo whatſoever par- 
ticular Evils we at any time fall un- 
der, we are, I doubt, ( ordinarily 
at leaſt) Conſcious to our ſelves of 
having more eſpecially deſerved each 
of them, by ſuch and fuch Particy, 
lar Sins. Who, for inſtance, when 
he is caſt upon a Bed of Sickneſs, 
is not ſenſible that he deſerveth to 
be deprived of his Health, by ha- 
ving too much abuſed it while he en- 
Joyed it; or by having been too-un- 
thankful for it? who when he hath 
loſt a Dear Relative, doth mot, or 
ought not, to Reflet upon his ha- 
ving over-loved him, or nat having 
had a due value for the aſong by 
a 


at the Hand of GOD. 


had in him ; or not having diſchar- 
ged his duty towards him, &:. A- 
gin, where is that Man to be found, 
who, when he has Suſteined a grear 
Loſs in his Efate, is not compelled 
by his Conſcience to acknowledge 
that this is very juſt upon him, for 
his having made it Serviceable to 
ſome Luſt or other, or his havin 
made an /dol of it, and Preferred it 
before God; or for doing too little 
good with it, or for minding the great 
Concerns of his Soul and the other 
Life, the Le/s for it > Who, when 
he is wronged in his Good-Name, can 
ay he deſerves not to ſuffer in chis 
kind from the Providence of God, 
etther for having ſo wronged Others , 
or for not being ſo render as he ought 
to have been of their Reputation; or 
for having been too forward, to rake 
up Reports againſt men,wichont good 
Evidence ; or over-valuing his own 
Credit, and Pridinghimſelt therenn ; 
or for not having Endeavoured as he. 
ought, to promote the intereſt of Rel:- 
gon thereby ;norImptoyed it tothe 
good Ends and Purpoſes, upon rhe 
aCs 
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account of which a good Name in the 


World is chiefly deſirable ? 

Now what Stronger Arguing can 
there be than this ? Do we receive 
good things in ſo great an Abundance, 
rom the Hand of God, when our 
Merits could not Claim the very /caft 
of them; and is it then Reaſonable 
that we ſhould think much of receiv- 
ing Evil things alſo from the ſame 
Hand ; when our Hearts Accuſe us 
of having deſerved every one of them, 
and much greater Evils too, than have 
ever befallen us? 

7 will bear, faith the Prophet, the 
Indignation of the Lord, becauſe 1 have 
Sinned againſt Him, Micah Ch. 7. 9. 

Thiraly, It adds ſtill more Force and 
Strength to this Motive, to Conſider, 
That We need Evil things as well as 
Good, and no leſs than Good things, 
Afflitions are needful for all Sorrs of 
People : For the Bad; for the more 
Imperfetly Good, and even for the 
very Beſt, 

I. They are Needful, and moſt Ne- 
cefſary » for Bad People. For thoſe 
who live without God in the World; 

who 
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who make none, or but little Con" 
ſcience of their Ways; who live in 
great Forgetfulneſs of their being Sub- 
je& to Gods Sovereign Authority, 
of their Continual Dependance up- 
on Him, both for their Well-being 
and their Continuance in Being, and 
of their Unſpeakable Obligations to 
Him ; who are alienated from the Life 
of God, and wholly 'addited to the 
Animal and Senſual Life, and Mind- 
leſs of the Concerns of their Immor- 
tal Souls. _ 
AfMictions are ſo neceſſary for ſuch 
as theſe, that no other Means are like 
to be EffeQual to their Converſion, 
to the Opening of their Fyes, and the 
turning them from Darkneſs to Light, 
and from the Power of Satan to God, 
Except they are inforced by them. 
Afiictions are in their own zature 
apt to make men Ser/ous, and to put 
Vain People upon Con{idering, as well 
as by their being 4acked with the D#- 
vine Grace, They are moſt Proper 
Means to this End, as they force Sin- 
ners to retire ſrom their Naughty 
Companions,. and from\ their. Sports 


and 
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and Paſtimes ( eſpecially if they are 
very Smarting and Painful) and from 
all their Secular Employments too, 
by ſetting their hearts on which, 
they are continually diverted from 
concerning themſclves in the Afﬀaijrg 
of Religion and the other World ; 
and as they render all Carnal and 
Worldly Delights and Pleaſures un- 
{ſavoury to them. AMiQtions do al- 
fo naturally Excite men to Call xpox 
God, eſpecially when they are ſenſi 
ble that Fe alone is able to Help them; 
and Awaken their Conſciences, an 
make them Refle upon their many 
Miſcarriages, as having Provoked 
Hum to inflict them. And they as 
naturally put them upon making 
Strong Reſolutions to amend their 
Lives for the Atoning of His diſplea- 
ſure. 

Thus the Woman of Zarephath, 
upon the ſuddain death of her Child, 


Cryed out to the Prophet, Art thoy 


come unto me to call my Sin to remem- 
brance, and to Slay my Sou? 1 Kings 

I'7. IS, | 
And thus Joſephs Brethren, upon 
the 
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at the Hand of GOD. 
the Severity he uſed towards them, 


Said one to another, we ave verily Gnil-. 
ty Conrerning our Brother , in that we 
Saw the Angniſh of his Sonl mhen he 
beſonzht ns, and we wonld not hear; 
therefore is this diſtreſs come npon us. 
Gen. £5 21. : 
God faith, Hoſea 5.15, I willgo and 
retnrn ts my Place, orT will withdraw 
my ProteQtion from them, #11 they 
acknowledge their Offence, and ſeek my 
Face: Tu their Aﬀiidtion they will 


ſeek me Early. 


And it is ſaid, Pſzl. 78. 34. when 
He Slew them, then they Sought Him, 
and they Returned and Enquired after 
God, Ard they Remembred that God 
wes their Rock, and the High God 
their Redeemer. Or, then they cal- 
led 7his to mind, who till they were 
AfMicted, could never be perſwaded 
to Confider it. 

As Stubborn a Wretch as Pharoah 
was, his Hard heart was quickly from 


time to time Softned by the Plapues, 


and itTreteined irs Softneſs under each 

Plazwe, till it was removed. 
When the Prodigal Sou was brought 
to 
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to extream Penury, he- ſoon came-to 
himſelf and Returned to his Father. 

King Marnaſſeh was a Prodigy of 
Wickedneſs, yet When he was in 
Affliftion (as the Text faith ) he be- 
ſought the Lord his God, and Humbled 
himſelf greatly before the God of his F4: 
thers. And Prayed unto Him, and He 


was intreated of him, &c. Then Ma: | 


naſſeh knew that the Lord He is Godi 
Or he had a Powerful Senſe thereof 
upon his Mind, 2 Chron. 33. 12, 13: 
_ Afidtionsare ſo neceſſary to the 
Converſion of Sinners, that thoſe who 
have ſpent many years in a Look 


Sort of Life, are very rarely EffeQtu- 


ally Reclaimed otherways, than by 
Gods Bleſſing upon fome Sharp Af- 
flition. | c 

IT. Evil things, or AfMiCtions, 
are very Needful and Neceſſary for 
imperfettly Good, as well as for Bad, 
People. They greatly need them, in 
order to their Growing in Grace, and 
riling to higher degrees of Goodneſs. 

Particularly, in order to their be- 
inz more Watchful.againſt Tempra- 
tions to Sin. This Experience King 
: David 


_ 


at the Hand of GOD. 49 


o | David had of the Benefit of Afﬀlii- 
r. | ons. Before I was Afflifed, ſaith he, 
f | I went Aſtray, but now have I kept 
ns | thy Word. Pſal. 119. 67. 
"8 In order to the more weaning them 
d | from this Vain World, and the Mor- 
4; | tifying of all Remainders of Senſu- 
7 | ality. 
a-] In order to the more Humbling 
4; | them, under a Senſe of their Frailty 
of | and Impotence, and their more cloſe 
3: | dependence upon God. « 
he | In order to the more Softning of 
26 | their Hearts, and more opening rheir 
ſ | Bowels of Compaſliion towards others 
u- | in Affliction, None have ſuch a ſym- 
by | pathy with their Suffering Brethren, 
\f. | as thoſe who are made ſenſible of the 
/ | Sadneſs of their Condition, by their 
ns; | own Feeling, 
or | In order to their more loving of 
d, | God, and Truſting in Him. To which 
in | the Experience they-have had of Di- 
nd | vine Supports under Afﬀictions, and 
, | Deliverances our of them, doth great- 
ve; | Iy Contribute. 
ta- | _ In.ſhort, by Aﬀictions The Ini- 
ng | quity of Jacob is purged, and this . 
a 
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all the Fruit, to take away his Sim 
Ifaiah 22. 14. eat 

IT. Evil things -are needful too 
even for the Eminently Good. And 
that , as upen fome of the foremen- 
tioned Accounts, fo more Eſpecial 
yg: 3 f 
1. For Prevention. For which End 
the moſt Healthy Perſons do ſome- 
times take Phyſick. St Paul, as E- 
minent a Saint as he was, had a Meſ- 
ſenger of Satan ſent to Buffet him , left 
he. ſhould be Exalted above meaſure, 
through the Abundance of his Revela- 
tzows, as he tells us, 2 Cor. £2. 7. 

There are none ſo Good as to be 
our of a danger, while they remain 
in this' World ; as to be able to bear 
tong and uninterrupted Profperity, 
without being lyable to be the work 
for it in ſeveral reſpects. 


Who is ſo Humble, who. fo Hea- 


venly minded, as to have no Reaſon 
to tear his being too much Opinio- 
nated pt himſelf, and loving the workd 
too much, if God did not ſometimey 
mind him what an infirm and; weak 
Creature he js, by AﬀiRions 97 cn 
hee" in 
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at the Hand of GOD. 
kind or other, and never imbittered 
his Comforts to him ? 

2. The Beſt People need them like- 
wife, for the Tryal and Exerciſe of 
ſome Graces and Virtues, which can- 
nor be exerted without them. What 
Exerciſe can there be of the Grace of 
Contentment, while all things ſucceed 
zecording to a man's defire and ex- 
pectation 2 Of Patience, while he feels 
80 pain 2 Of Submiſſion to God's Will, 
while God never Crofſeth his Own 
Witl! Of Meetneſs arid Forgiveneſs 
of Enemies, while he hath no Ene- 
mies to forgive,or meets with no Pro- 
vocations from ther? And this leads 
me to Add, 

3- That the Beſt do need AﬀiQi- 
ons, ir7 Order to their doing fo much 
the more Credit to Religion, and che 
more benefiting the Workd by their 
Examples. For we have now feen, 
that they canmot be Examples of a/ 
Virtues without them. 

4. The Beſt need them alſo, to 
Make them fo much the more to Va- 
hue, and conſequently to be the more 
Fhankful for, the Good things they 
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Of Receiving Evil 


enjoy. There is no Man ſo good, but 


he prizeth Health the more, for be 
10g ſome times Sick. No man can 
be ſo affected with his Obligations.to 
God for any Bleſſing, who never was 
without it, as he who hath felt how 
uneaſie and grievous a thing it 1s to 
want 1t. Ng 

Nay, were there no Life after thi, we 


ſhould think zolerable Evils neceſſary 


to give the better Gu/to,E a more pleas 


ſing Reliſh to the Gratifications of our 


Seyſes. The more Hungry or Thirſty 
a Man is, the greater is the Pleaſure 
he takes in Eating or Drinking. How 
pleaſant is a Bed or Couch to a Man 
tyred with hard Labour ; a cool Shade 
to one parched with Heat ; Liberty 
after Confinement ; the Enjoyment of 
a dear Relation or Friend, after a long 
Abſence; and even ndolence or mere 
Eaſe, after great Pain! As Socrates 
obſerved, in his laſt Diſcourſe with 
his Friends, after he was rid of his 
Shackles. 

And perhaps there are not many 
Evils, which we are able to bear with, 
any ,patience, and that continue not 

over- 
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at the Hand of G OD: 


drer-long, which do not make us a 
good Recompence, by the much more 
—_— Enjoyment we have of the 

ppoſite Good things, upon their 
Ecaving us. 


 Fourthly, The laſt Conſideration I 
named, which gives great Weight to 
the Motive in the Text, 7o Receive 
Evil things at the Hand of God, is, 
That they are Ordered and Appointed 
to us by God, from the Self-ſame Prin- 
tiple that Good things are, viz. That 
f'Good Will. And therefore, as was 
faid, the Evils which come from Him 
are Good, as they come from Him. 

- There is an Excellent Saying to 
this Purpoſe of an Heathex Philoſo- 


33 


pher, viz: * Simplicius, We do not ſay * In Eyie 


that the Divine Juſtice is the Cauſe of 


fet. En- 
Chirid. C. 


Evil, But of Good; becauſe the Evil ,, 1c; 


which proceeds from thence, u in order 
ts Good, 

- 'We have ſeen that all forts of Men 
do need Evil things, as well as Good; 
and we are now to ſhew, that God 
infligs them, &ecauſe we need them. 


We have ſhewed, That they are 
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Spiritual Phy/ich, far the Cure of the 
Maladies of our Souls; and we find 
that for zbi Reaſon Gad ſends them, 
in Hebr, 12.9, 10. The Apoſtle tells 
us in ſome of the foregoing Verſes, 
That in the gereral, Gods End in his 
Chaſtizements js good; that Goodwill 
is the Principle trom whence they 
proceed ;' and in theſe he ſhews parti- 
cylarly, that God deſigns our Spirt: 
tual Advantage by them, Farthere 
mare, faith he, we haue bad Fathers 
of our Fleſh which correfted us, and 
we gave them reverence ; ſhall we not 
much more be in Subjeftion to the Fa- 
ther of Spirits] aud Live? For they 
verily for a few days chaſteved ws, af- 
ter their own pris but He for our 
Profit, that we might be Partaters of 
Flu Holineſs. 

We have ſhewn, That Afﬀftitions 
are ncedful, nat onely for Correction, 
in Order to our Amendment, bur, 
for 'Tryal tyvo.; and we read that this 
End alſo God hath in thery, 1 Pex. t. 
yy — a0 tb 15 webd need 

e ) ye are in Heavineſs t| mant 
fold Temptations : That the Tryal of 


your 


' at the Hand of GOD. 


your Faith being much more precious 
than that of Gold which periſheth; tho' 


it be tryed with Fire ( or, it being, of 
much more Advantage to your Faith, 


than the Tryal of Gold is to Gold, 
;becauſe it will wear out, tho” it can - 
\\bear the trial of Fire) might be found 


unto Praiſe, & Flonour, & Glory, at the 
appearing of Jeſus Chriſt. And «+ Pet. 
4.12. Think it not ſlrange concerning 
the Fiery Tryal, which is #0 Try you, 
&c. or, is deligned by God for this 
purpoſe. 

God is alike good iff the Evils He 
inflicts, & the Good things he coniers 
upon us ; as the Phy/ftianhath the ſame 
Good defign wwwards his Patient, in 
his Griping Phyſick and Comforting 
Cordials: He equally aims at the Re- 
covery of his Health, in making him 
Unealy with the Ore, and Chearing 
his Spitits with the” Orher. 

And therefore Conſidering, this La/ 
with' the foregoing Particulars 4 nay, 
tho' there were no other but this to be 
conſideredgveZ night Fob ſay, Shall we 
receive Good as the Hand of God, and 
ſhall ws not receive Evii2 And imhi- 

G 4 nite 


J5 


56 Of Receiving Evil 

nite reaſon have we, not only to 
be Patient under Evil things, but to 
be Thankful for them too; ſeeing they 
are not ſo Evil Confidered in thew- 
ſelves, as they are Good Conſidering 
their Defign ; ſeeing, if we will Com- 
ply therewith, they are not more 
painful than rhey-are profitable, nor 
ſo Injurious to our O«tward Man, as 

Beneficial to. our /nward. 
I will Conclude this Argument with 
* Con. © Words of another of the Philoſo- 
ment. in Phers, 'viz. * Epiftetus in Arrian; 0 
Epitet. Man, what doit thow > Why doſt thou 


L2G ot rid thy ſelf of all this Trouble ? 


P 117: Adventure at laſt, with eyes lifted up 


to God, to ſay nnto Him; Uſe me, 0 


God, for the future at Thine own Plea: 
ſure, Thou haſt my freeſt Conſent. I 
am of the ſame Mind that Thou art, 
T have a Mind to nothing but what Thos. | 
thinkeſt Good. Lead me whither Thow- 
wilt, Cloath me as Thou pleaſeſt. Wilt- 
Thou have me bear an Office, or ſhall I 


live a private Life? Muſt 1 ſtay, or 


muſt I fly> Shall I be Poor, or ſhall. 
T be Rich? I am ready to Obey, I will. 


defend Thee againſt all the World. 1 
| | will 
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at the Hand of GOD. 


will make an Apology for Thy  Provi- 


dence about theſe things to every Body. 
I ſay that all is Good, becauſe T hou art 


fo. What could he have ſaid 'better, 


had' he been a Chriftian ? 

-But to prevent Miſtakes, I deſire 
it may be obſerved, that I have not 
faid that in whatſoever Evils men may 
Suffer, God aimeth at the benefit and 
advantage of the Sufferers; for had 
I affirmed #4zs I could not have juſti- 
fied it : There being /ome Evils which 
we have cauſe to look upon as whol- 
ly Judgments, and as proceeding from 
mere Vengeance, 1n reference to thoſe 


on whom they are inflicted. As 


when a Notoriouſly wicked Wretch 
is Cut off in the very A&R of ſome 
Horrible Wickedneſs. Inſtances of 
this kind are not only to be ſound. 


' in the Sacred Records, but our. Ow: 


Age hath produced ſuch, and Poſſibly 
#0 Age hath been without them. And 
when provoking Sinners are taken a- 
way in their Sins, without any Pre- 
vious Warning. But it is notwith- 
ſtanding moſt true, that God Almigh- 
ty's Defign'is Good in al/ Evils; tor- 

whcn 
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Of Receiving Evil 

when He-means not the Good of the 
Sufferers, He intends a more Genes 
ral and 'Publick Good : That all 
SpeQtators of fuch Judgments, and 
thoſe to whom the Notice of them 
ſhall come, may be Scared by them 
from thoſe Impious Practiles which 
drew them down. 

But I will add, That thoſe have 
not the leaſt reaſon to fear , that E- 
vil things of any nature whatfoever, 
have fallen upon them in mere FJudg. 
ment, who do nor feel themſelves gi- 
venupto Hardzefs of heart ; by which 
Phraſe we are to underſtand Perverſ« 
eſs of Will, or to a Reprobate Senſe, 
bur find that their AﬀiQions have a 
200d influence upon their Minds; 
that chey make them more Serious, 
and Excite in them good Inclinations, 
and Awaken them ro Conſider the 
things which belong to their Peace, and 
Eternal Happineſs. 


Foarthly, We are now come to the 
Inferences , which are to be drawn 
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at the Hand of G OD. 


/ Firſt, I Infer from thence, how we 
are to Pray Againſt Aﬀidtions, viz. 
Not Abſolutely, but Conditionally, 
and with intire Submiſſion. | 
That it is Lawful to deprecate 
them, we are well aſſured, in that 
we find not only the beſt Men fo 
doing in H. Scripture, but alſo our 
Bleſſed Saviour Himſelf, He did fo, 
fobn 12.27, Now is my Soul troubled, 
and what ſhall t ſay * Father Save me 
from ths Hour. And He doth the like, 
Matth. 26. 39. O my Father, if it be 
Pofible, let this Cup paſs from me. 
But we have alſo His Example, 
for Praying againſt the Bitter Cup 
Condit ienally, and with Submilſfion ro 
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the Will of His Father. This is Im- © 


plyed in thoſe words, if it be poſh 
We : Thatis, to give it inthe words 
of Gretius, if it be Canfiftext with Thy 
Decrees, that by axy other Means Thy 
Glory, and the Salvation of Mankixd, 
may be Equally Provided for, And 
this Condition, we have im the Ex- 
prefſeſt terms in the larrer part of 
that Verſe, Nevertbelefs. not as 3 wilt 
but as Thou wilt. Again, V. 42-. 0 


my 
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Of Receiving. Evil + 
my Father , if this Cup may not / 
away Except I drink it, Thy Will-be 
done. And V. 44. itis faid, He went 
away and Prayed the third time, Says 
ing the ſame words. Mig 


And the ſame Submiſſton is Implys 


ed in the Text firſt cited; For after 
our Lord had faid, Father Save me 
from this Hour, and ſo expreſſed 
His Natural Averſion thereunto, it 
follows, But for this Cauſe came [ un- 
to this Hour. Which is as much as 
to ſay, But being aſſured that it is Thy 
Pleaſare that I muft undergo this ter- 
rible Death, I heartily Submit. But 
there are others who read theſe words; 
Father Save me from this Four, with 
an Interrogation Point, &ſo they con- 
ceive Him thus to ſpeak, What ſhall 
T ſay *- Shall I ſay, Father Save me 


from this Hour > No I will not, as 
well knowing that Thow haft determi- 


zed otherwiſe, 

And ir is evident, that no Tem- 
poral Evils are to be. prayed againſt 
otherwiſe, in that Afﬀictions of one 
fort or other, are ſuch things, as hath 
þeen ſhewed, as we have Need of up- 

on 
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at the Hand of G OD, 


-on ſeveral Accounts ;- and there 1s no 
particular Affliction bur it is - better 
for us to undergo it, than to be with- 
out it, for ought we know. We are 
therefore to refer our ſelves to the Un» 
erring Wiſdom of God, who knows 
in all Circumſtances what is-beſt for 
us, and beſt in zt ſelf, after we have 
prayed Him to keep off ſuch an Af 
flition, or to remove it. 

It becomes us conſequently not to 
Beg either, Over-paſſionately and Ve- 
bemently : For this would be to pre- 
ſcribe to God, and to tell Zim what 
is beſt. Thoſe do no /eſs than ſo, who 

ay for Health or any outward Bleſ: 

g for themſelves or theirs, as if they 


| would have no Nay. Inſtead of ſo do- 


ing, we ought heartily to endeavour 
to bring our Minds to a. full Acqui- 
eſcence in the Divine Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs; and to a Willingneſs to 
bear ſuch or ſuch an AﬀMiction ( with 
the Divine Aſſiſtance) if God lees it 


Ft we ſhould; as knowing that what 


He-ſeeth fit, muſt necellarily be ſo, 
and that it is Madneſs to be averſe 


to. what zs.10. b CETE” 


And 
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And by this means ſhall we be-a- 
ble to ſay that our Petitions are ne- 
ver denyed. I mean, when we pray 
with Submiſſion, ' and defire Abſo- 
lutely nothing but what is eff for 
us, or rather. what is beſt in it ſelf; 


which alſo wil prove to be beſt tor' 


«s,when we are once brought to this 
happy Temper. 

It is faid by the Author to the 
Hebrews, That our Saviour was heard 
in that he feared. How was he heard, 
ſince the bitter Cup of death did or 
paſs from him, but he did drink «> 
Why, he was heard, as in other re- 
ſpedts fo in this, that he Prayed a+ 

ainſt that Curſed death, not Abſo- 
utely but Conditionally. And there 
fore he Prayed for it upon ſuppoſitt- 
on that it was moſt agreeable to the 
Wiſe and Good Will of God that he 
ſhould Suffer it: For we have ſeen 
that he faid, Not as 7 will But as Thou 
wilt. | 


with orher moſt Excellent ſayings of 
the laſt Cired Philoſopher. Le? as 


begin every thing without tos Paſſionate 
a 


iWon” 
To this purpoſe, I will preſent you 


ler, 
othe1 


at the Hand of GOD. 


8s defire, or au Over-great averſneſs, 
Let us behave our ſelves like a Travel- 
ler, who when he comes where two Ways 
meet, ashs the firft paſſenger which of 
them he (hall take to ſuch a Place; 
having no inclination to the: Right band, 
rather than to the Left: But defiring 
onely to underſtand the ready way to 
bis Fourneys End. Fuſt ſo muſt we go 
to God, as to our Guide; as to One who 
ought to diſpofe of us as He Pleaſeth. 
We muft not dirett Him, what Courſe 
to. take with us, but embrace that which 
He Propoſeth, and defire only that He 
will Condutt us in the dirett way to Hap- 
pineſs. This is our Duty and our Safe- 
ty: Whereas now you ſhall ſee Men run- 
ing to Him, Saying, Lord bave Mer- 
cy upon me, Deliver me from ſuch or 
ſuch an Evil ! Wretch that thou art, 
would#t thou have any thing but what 1s 
Beſt ; and who can tell what that is ? 
Is there any thing Beſt, but what ſhall 

ſeem ſo to. God > Why doſt thou endea- 
| vour to Corrupt Him, who i thy Fudge, 
and to Seduce Him who is thy Councel- 
ler, and to move Him by thy Cries to do 
otherwiſe than He thinks fitting 2 Suf- 


fer 
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Of Receiving Evil 
fer Him therefore to follow His own 
Wiſdom, &c. 
What -Admirable Diſcourſe is 
this ! *Tis moſt worthy of the high- 


eſt rank of Chriſtians. 
not very Strange, that it ſhould come 


from the Pen of a Conſiderative Re+ 


ligious Pagan; it being perfectly a- 
greeable to Right Reaſon, and neceſ- 
farily to be inferred from a true No- 
tion of God, which very many of 
Them had. | 

And Conſequently what a Shame 
muſt it needs be to us Chri/t;ans, not 
heartily to Endeavour to get our 
Minds into this Frame. 

But it is a very Melancholy thing 
to conſider, that it ſhould be ſo Ex- 
treamly diflicult,as we generally find 
it is, ſo to maſter our Paſſions under 


great Affliftions, as to bring our ſelves 
ro an intire Acquieſcence in the good: 


Pleaſure of God; while we cannot 
but Acknowledge it to be the moſt 


Unreaſonable thing imaginable, or. 


to reſt well Satisfied therewith. And 
that it ſhould beeven next to impoſſible, 
without an Extraordinary meaſure of 

the 


But yet it is 


| Eaſt, 


at the Hand of GOD. 
| the Divine Grace, to make our Minds 


ſpecially for thoſe who are of Uahap- 
py Bodily Tempers, be they never ſo 


FTime, which withour the help of Rea- 


ny Affliction. 
And therefore it is alike difficult 
not to Pray againſt ſuch Evils, as we 


over Yehemently, and with leſs Sub- 
mifſion than becomes us. 

But God is ſo Good, as to conſider 
| our Frarne, and to make Abatements 
for our natural infirmities, ſo long as 
we do not give our ſelves leave to Re- 
pine and Murmur at any of His Pco- 
vidences. 

One of the Philoſophers, I think 


God, for any External Bleſſings in Par- 
ticular, bur only that he would do for 
us in the general what is Beſt. And 
ſuch a Sence may be pur upon Ore 
or Zwo of the laſt recited Sayings , 
tho? they do not zeceſſarily imply ir. 
But he was ſo careful to avoid Ore 

H Ex- 


| Exfte under Such Aﬀlictions ( and &. 


good Chriſtians) but by the help of 


jou, will much deaden the ſenſe of a- 


| are Naturally inclined moſt to dread, 


Epidtetus, adviſeth never to Pray-to. 
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Extreme, as to run into Another, tho' 
the ſafer of the Two. For we ate 
ſufficiently warranted by the Z7.Scrip- 
tares ( and therefore that Extreme 
was very pardonable in thoſe who 
were unacquainted with them) to 
ask for particular Outward Bleſſings; 
tho with great Care to do it with Re- 
ſgnation to the Wiſe Will of God. 

And it is very wonderful to ſee, 
how Epifletus could himſelf take that 
fogmentioned Advice, which he gave 
to Others, in this following Addreſs 
he made to the Supreme Deity, viz. 
Did I ever find fault with Thy Go- 


. veriment > I was Sick when Thou 


wouldſi have me to be ſo, and ſo are 
Others, but I was willingly Sick. 1 
was always Poor at Thy Appointment, 
but Rejoycing. 1 never was a Magi- 
ſtrate, nor had any Dignity, becauſe 
Thou wonldeſt not have me, and I ne- 
wer defired it. Didſt Thou ever ſee 
me the more out of Humour, or Caſt 
down for this? Have 1 ever appear- 
ed bifore Thee with a diſcontented Coun 
tenauce? Was I not always preparetl 
aud ready for whatſoever Thou Requi 

redſt 3 


at the Hand of GOD. 


redſt > Wilt Thou have me depart out 
of this Feftival Solemnity, 1 am rea- 
dy to go; and I give Thee all Thanks 
for having Honoured me ſo far, as to 
give me leave to keep the Feaft with 
Thee, and Behold Thy Works, and 06- 
ferve Thy Government of the World. 
Let Death ſeize on me no otherwiſe em- 
ployed, than thus thinking and writing 
of ſuch things. 

And he thus Appealed to his Ac- 
quaintants, Behold I am an Exile, with- 
out Houſe, without Servants, I lye up- 
on the Ground, I have no Wife, no Chil- 
dren, &c. But when did you ever 
hear me Accuſe either God or Man? 
When did 1 ever Complain of any one ? 
Have ever any one of you ſeen me with 
a Sad Countenance > O how few Chrt- 
ſtians can forbear Bluſhing at the read- 
ing of theſe Paſſages ! 


And what hath been ſaid of Pri- 
vate and Perſonal Evils, 1s as true of 
Publick and National. 7heſe neither 
are to be deprecated Abſolutely ; for 
they are deſigned no leſs for the good 
of Nations and Bodies Politick, rhan 
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the other are for the good of particu- 


lar Perſons. When Thy Judgements are | 
abroad in the World, the Inbabitants 


thereof will learn Righteouſneſs , ſaith 
the Prophet, Jaiah 26.9. And that 
for this end they are inflicted. we are 
abundantly aſſured. No Calamity 
ſhort of utter Deſtrution, ought 0- 
therwiſe to be interpreted, than as 
deſigned for the Reformation of thoſe 
Kingdoms, Cities, and other Socie- 
ties on Which they fall. 

And God hath Threatned it as an 
high Expreſſion of His diſpleaſure, 
that He will not Puniſh a Wicked 
People; nor certainly can there be an 
Ligher on this ſide Hell. As Hoſea 
4+ 14+ { will not Puniſh your Daughters 
when they commit Whoredom; nor your 
Spouſes, when they commit Adultery. 
And Yer. 17. Ephraim is joyned to 
Idols, let him alone. And nothing 
more Severe could well come out of 
the Mouth of God Almighty, than 
thoſe words, /ſaiah 1. 5. Why ſhould 
you be Smitten any more 2 Tou will Re» 
volt more and more. 

And theretore, I fay, in our inter- 

ceſlions 
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ceſſions for the diverting or removing 

of General Judgments, we muſt be- 
| ware of preſcribing to God : In Pray- 
ing for which, without any Condi- 
tions Expreſſed or Implyed, we make 
pur ſelves Wiſer than infinite Wiſdom. 
And in ſo doing, we may Curſe our 
Selves and our Country, when we 
think we Pray for both. 

We do now ſeem generally impati- 
ently deſirous to have a Concluſions 
put to this Bloody and Expenfive War ; 
but yet we may not Pray Abſolute- 
ly for it, becauſe we are far from 
knowing that it will prove Zeſt for us 
to have our Prayers granted. Nay 
indeed we have t60 great reaſon to 
fear it will not, ſince this heavy Scourg 
hath wrought no viſible Reformatiog * 
upon us : And that the Conſequence 
of a Peace, and of the total Remo- 
val of our Fears from Abroad, may 
be an Occaſion ( Conſidering how 
many Unquiet and Reſtleſs Spirits we 
have among us) of running us into 
Confuſion at Home : Which 1s not 
much leſs dreadful ro think of, than 
falling into the Clutches of our Con- 
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mon Enemy ; and which(without a Mis 
raculous interpoſition of Providence, 
which it would be Madneſs to ex- 
pet) muſt incvitably make us a Prey 
to his Teeth; and faſten for ever, 
at leaſt for zbis Age, our Chains up» 
on us. But if thzs ſhould not be the 
Effect of a Peace before we more de- 


ſerve it, and are better Prepared for 


it, God hath __— enough for a 
People who hate to be Reformed, which 
may make them as Miſerable as any 
War can do. And ſo we paſs to our 
Second Inference. 


Secondly, We learn from what hath 
been diſcourſed, how great a Folly 
it is for a man to Judge himſe!f or 0+ 
thers to be out of Gods Favour, be- 
cauſe much Afﬀidted. If Afﬀfidtions 
were in al reſpefts Evils, this ought 
to be Concluded, But it hath been 
ſhewed that, as they come from God's 
Hand, they are good things: That 
there is not only a Good Deſign in 
them bur the Beſt of Deſigns ; and that 
they are things apt in their own nature, 
to promote our greateſt Good. 

Thoſe 


at the Hand of G 0 D. 


Thoſe look no farther than the 
Pain and Smart of an Affliction, that 
\ Conclude it an Expreſſion of God's 
14Wil. They fix their Eye only up- 
an the dark fide of the Cloud, and 
take nonotice of the bright ſide. They 
are People of very little Thought, and 
Conſideration ; otherwiſe they would 
ealily call to mind, that nothing is 
more common among our /e/ves, than 
Correcting and Chaſtiſing from a 
principle of Love, aqgd of the great- 
et Love; Than putting to Pain from 
the greateſt Good-Wil, and for the 
moſt Charitable Purpoſes. 

They would alſo, if they uſed them- 
ſelves ro Thinking, Conſider that no- 
thiog makes People ſo Serious, or 1o 
brings them to their rightminds,as At- 
flitions. And they could not (if well 
acquainted with the Bible ) but think 
of ſuch Texts as theſe: Whom the 
Lord loveth he Correfeth, as a Father 
the Sox in whom he delighteth, Prov. 
3- 12. Happy is the man whom God 
Correfeth, Job. 5, 17. Whom the Lord 
loveth He Cha#tneth, aud Scourgeth e- 
very Son whom He receiveth, Heb. 12. 
6, 7. H 4 If 
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If it be Replyed, That tho' every 
Affliction is no ſign of a perſons being 
out of the Favour of God, yet being 
exerciſed with frequent, long and 
ſharp Aﬀctions, ſeems nor conſiſtent 
with His Love: Thoſe who make 
7 his Reply, need only to be minded, 
of the Calamities which fell on Fob; 
who being declared by God Himſelf 
to be an Upright, & moſt Exemplarily 
Good Man, could not but be His Ex- 
traordinary Favourite: Or of the 
Terrible AﬀliQtions with which King 
David, tho' a Man after God's own 
Heart, and the Prophet Jeremiah, and 
many other of the Beſt Men in tne 
Old Teſtament, were exerciſed: And 
thoſe of the Grear St. Paul and others, 
which we read of in the New. 

Nay, thoſe who think there are 
ſuch Temporal Evils, as cannot con- 
filt with the Love of God, muſt be- 
lieve that His Onely Begotten Son, 
was an Objedt of His Hatred. 

But God's Hatred is fo far from be- 
ing to be concluded from any Evils 
that here befal us, that we cannot 
certainly conclude ſo much as His 
Anger 


at the Hand of GOD. 


"Anger from any whatſoever, without 
taking in other Conſiderations, be- 
ſides that.of the Nature of thoſe E- 
'vils. For we have ſeen that they 
come from God's Hand, for diverſe 
other Ends beſides that of Puniſhing 
for Sin. And this may be ſaid even 
of the greateſt that are of a mere Tem- 
-poral Nature. For we do not find, 
"that there was any thing of Puniſh- 
ment in Job's Calamities; and we are 
certain there was nothing of 1g, in our 
Saviour's Sufterings. That is, they 
could not be inflicted upon the Ac- 
count of any Diſpleaſure Ze had gi- 
ven to His Heavenly Father, becauſe 
in Zim was no Sin. | 

And conſidering what hath been 
ſaid upon this SubjeC, it would be: no 
unaccountable thing, if none were 


ever {ſo Aﬀlitted as God's Children.. 


No nor if His dearef? Children, that 
is the beſf CHRISTIANS, and 
thoſe who have arrived to the high- 
eſt degrees of Virtue and Goodnels, 
ſhould be always mof# Aﬀliated of a- 
xy of His Children. This would be 
no perplexing Providence, becauſe 

« ſuch 
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fach would make the beſt Examples 


to the World of bearing AfﬀiRions, 
of Patience, chearful and thankful 


Submiſſion.to the Will of God under 


them. 

Nar would they judge themſelves 
upon a little ſedate thinking, hardly 
dealt. with, if the better Chriſtians 
they are, the wore they ſhoulg be Af- 
flited,” becauſe they look wor at the 
things that are ſeen, as the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks, but at the things that are not 
ſeen: The things that are ſeen being 
Temporal, but the things that are not 
feen, Eternal, They know that they 
thall have an Abundant Recompence 
made them hereafter, for all their Suf- 
ferings here: That they are not wor- 
thy, as the ſame Apoſtle faith, to be 
compared with the Glory, which ſhall be 
revealed in them : That the extraor- 


dinarineſs of their Aflitions for a- 


ſhort time, ſhall (through the Me- 
rits of their Saviour) procure tothem 
an extraordinary degree of Heavenly 

Bliſs to all Eternity. | 
And they find alſo, eſpecially if 
their Sufferings be for gmpoytars 
| ake, 


at the Hand of GOD. 
ſake, ſupports at preſent ſuitable to 


their Burdens ; and that as their Suf- 
ferings abound, their Conlolations a- 


| bound likewiſe. 


| And thus we ſee what-a weak thing 
it is, -to have the worſe Opinion of 
our Spiritual Eſtate, or to conclude 
our ſelves ont of the Divine Favour, 
upon the Account of our being much 
aflited: And how Unchriitian a 
thing it is, to paſs, like Fob's Friends; 
ſevere Cenſures on others upon the 
like Accounts. 

* I could Naine one of the moſt 
© Eminent Perſons, and Chri/traxs too; 
of the Age he lived in, who was ſo 
*far from looking upon great Afli- 
© tions, as a Sign of God's Hatred, 
© or Diſpleaſure, that one Day read- 
«ing the 12th. to the Hebrews, where 
*it is laid; If ye be without Chaſtiſe- 
* ment, whereof all are Partakers, then 
* are ye Baſtards and not Sons, &Cc. tell 
*znto a deep Melancholy concern» 
* ing his own ſtate, becauſe he did 
© not then remember, thar he had e- 
* ver had any very Remarkable Af- 
* fition. Which being obſerved by 
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* aFriend of his,he humbly defired to 
« know of him the Cauſe of the great 
« penſiveneſfs he diſcerned in his Coune 
* tenance. And having his Requeſt 
< ſatisfied, he Replyed, That he won- 
* dred his Memory ſhould ſo fail him, 
* ſince he was fallen (through the 
* Iniquity of the Times) from moſt 
* plentiful to low Circumſtances. The 
* Good Man not acknowledging ths 
*to be any great AfiQtion, becauſe 
< God had ſtill raken ſuch Care of 
* him as that he never wanted, his 
* Friend minded him of a Great One 
< indeed, (which it is much he ſhould 
* at any time forget ) which gave 
eaſe to his Mind. But this Great 
Man was herein guilty of the Orher 
Extreme, not conſidering thoſe words 
of K. Solomon, No man knoweth Love 
or Hatred by all that-is before him, 
As for the foreſaid Words of the 
Author to the Hebrews, and that fay- 
ing of St. Paul, we muſt through much 
Tribulation enter into the Kingdom of 
God: And that other, A4/l that will 
live godly in Chrift Jeſus, muſt ſuffer 
perſecution, they had doubtleſs a ſpe- 


cial 


| 
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czal relation to that Time when they 
were ſpoken. When a Man could not 
make Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, and 
adhere thereto, but he muſt expe& 
to ſuffer greatly for it. Tho' the 
World was never yet I doubt ſo good, 
a98that there hath been a Time when 
this could not be truly ſaid, The great- 
er Conſcience Men make of their ways, 
and the more ſtriflly they keep to the 
Rules of Righteoufneſs Js Goodneſs, the 
more Trouble they muſt make Account 
of : Eſpecially when it relates to Per- 
ſons in publick Stations. Tho' it muſt 
be acknowledged too, that zheſe Mens 
Troubles are not to be compared with 
thoſe, in which the bold Tranſgreſ- 
ſors of thoſe Rules are, in a well Go- 
verned Nation, frequently involved. 


In ſhort, We are to judge of our 
own Spiritual Eſtate, by conſidering 
how it 1s within us, not without us. 
And we are to judge of Ozhers, -as 
to that State, by their Lives and 
Manners, not by their, Outward Cir- 
cumſtances. This Rule our Bleſſed 
Lord hath taught us, in the Begin- 

ning 
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ning of the Thirteenth Chapter of 


St. Luke's Goſpel. 


Thirdly, T Infer from what hath 
been faid. upon this SubjeQ, Thar -it 
is a part of great Wiſdom, ro be, when 
we are in the moſt eafe Circumſtan- 
ces, often thinking of a Change, and 
preparing our ſelves for New Afli- 
Cons. This will be a means to make 
them much eafer to be born when 
they come; and may be a means to 
prevent their coming, becauſe by thus 
doing we muſt needs have fo much 
the leſs Need of them. But the more 
we need one Aﬀittion or other, the 
more reaſon have we to exped it, 
from the Conſideration even of the 
Divine Goodyeſs. 

And Good People ſhould make the 
leſs Account of any Long Uninter- 
rupted Proſperity in this World, be- 
cauſe they have not their Portzon 
here, as the Wicked have. And it 1s 
very unreaſonable for thoſe to pre- 
ſume upon a kind of Heaven here, 
who upon the beft Grounds do hope 
tor a Heaven hercafter ; and to = 

clude 
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at the Hand of GOD. 


| clude on paſſing. through Temporal 


Pleaſures to Eternal Ones. 
We ought in all reaſon, if we think 


| leaven our Home, to be very well 


ſatisfied, to live on Earth like Pzl- 
grims and Strangers. As the Apoſtle 
faith the Good Patriarchs Confeſſed 
themſelves to be, Zeb. rt. 13. 

If we look upon Heaven as our E- 
verlaſting Reſt, how can we ſo much 
as hope, that our Condition here will 
be better than that of 7ravellers 2 
Who uſe ro make full Account of a 
deal of Rugged and Foul, as well as 
Smooth and Clean Way ; Who ex- 
pet not to have Dry and Serene 
Weather always, nor ſcarcely for the 
moFt part ; who are not at all ſurpri- 
zed at Rain, Wind and Storms, as if 
ſome ſtrange thing happened to them, 
Nor do they think themſelves Un- 


| happy,ifthey meet with more Scorch- 
| ing Hear, than Cool Shade; or with 


' more Uncivil than Kind |and Cour- 
| teous Ulape in a Strange Country, ſo 


long as they hope to get ſafe ro their 
Journeys End; and know that they 


| ſhall find all things there moſt agree- 


able 
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able to their defires,and to their hearts 
Content. 

Good Chriſtians need not be mind- 
ed, that the Captain of their Salvation 
Himſelf was made Perfed by Sufferings ; 
as the Apoſtle ſaith, Zeb. 2. 10. That 
He took the Croſs in the way to His 
Crown. That He was a Man of Sor- 
rows aud acquainted with Grief before 
He could enter upon the poſleſſion of 
That Foy which was ſet before Him : 
That He entred into the Kingdom of 
Heaven, through much Tribulation. 

Nor can they think that GOD 
hath any Reaſon, to be more Tender 
of them than of His Dear Son; nor 
1magine themſelves ill dealt with, if it 
fareth no worſe with them than it 
did with Zm. Or, if God will have 
them.go the ſame Uneaſie Way to E- 
ternal Bliſs, that Ze went. They can 
not ſee the leaſt Cauſe to complain, 
if He will have the Members to be 
conformed to their Head in all re- 
tpeRs in this World, as well as in the 
World to come. 

Thoſe are therefore very impru- 
dent, that becauſe of rheir having 
ſuffered 
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ſuffered Severe things, preſume up- 
on a long Reſpute from the like again. 
It is poſſible they may have ſuch a 
Reſpite, but it ought not to be with 
any Confidence Expected; becauſe 
there is no Reaſon on which to found 
ſuch an Expectation, as hath been 
ſhewed. 


And (by the way) it would be 


| a very great Folly, in reference to 


the Publick, to Conclude upon Hap- 
py Times, if we were once eaſed of 
our preſent Burdens and Complaints, 


| and EffeQtually Secured from our pre- 


ſent Fears. For when we are biggeſt 
with hopes of a moſt Proſperous State 


of Aﬀairs, and that God will make us 


Glad, according to the days wherein he 
hath Afflifted us, and the years where- 


in we have ſeen Evil, (ome unthought 
| of Calamity may Suddenly Seize us; 
| as we have again and again found by 
| Experience. For how (often have we 


ſeen cauſe to ſay with the Prophet, 
We looked for Peace, but no good came ; 
| and for a time of Health, but behold 


j 


| Trouble ! Jer. 8, 15, And to allude 
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to that in the 187h. V. Many a time, 
when we have been Comfax ting our ſelves 
againſ# more Sorrow, there hath pre- 
jently happened one Croſs thing or 


other, which hath Cauſed our Hearts . 


to Faint in us. And lo, no doubt, it 
will be for the future with us, if we 
continue as Unreformea as Ever. Ex: 
cept our Good God ſhould give us 
Over, for an Obdurate and incorri- 
gible People, and no farther concern 
Himſelf tor Our Amendment. Bur, 
as hath been intimated , Zhis 1s the 
Saddeſt of all Judgments; and it 
ſpeaks Eternal Deſtruction to be Seal- 
ed upon thoſe People, upon whom it 
lighterh. 


But to return to the Matter in 
hand; We feeing ſo great Reaſon, 
while we remain in this World, to 
look for New Aillictions, it greatly 
Concerns us to be {till preparing our 
ſelves for them, thar they may not 
come upon us before we are Aware. 
For whenſoever they do ſo, we ſhall 
tind them ſo much the Heavier and 
more intolerable ; and that it requires 

much 
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' much the longer time for the ſo ſub- 


duing our Paſſions to our Reaſon, as 
to be able to demean our {elves de- 
cently, and as becomes Men, and 
much more as | becomes Chriftans, 
Under them. 
| As the Son of Szrach faith, Eccles. 
41. 1. O Death, how bitter is the Re- 
; membrance of thee, to a Man that liveth 
at Reft in his Poſſeſſions ; unto the Man 
who hath nothing to Vex him, and that 
hath Proſperity in all things ! So may 
| It be ſaid, How bitter, how unſup- 
| portable,is a great Afﬀliction to a Man, 
| whenit falleth upon him all of a Sud- 
| dain,whenhe thought of nothing leſs, 
than 4fi;#jons! How Weak doth a 
Sad Providence find a Man, when 
at the time of its comming he had 
Put far from him the Evil day, and 
did not in the leaſt dream of any Al- 
teration of his Condition ! | 
What a Horrible Surprize mult it 
have been to the Rich man in the Gol- 
pel ( had it been no Parable but a 
real Hiſtory ) to hear thoſe words, 
Thou Foool this night ſhall thy Soul be 


required of thee, then whoſe ſhall thoſe 
I 2 Things 
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Things be, which thou haſt Provided? 


at that very inſtant, when he was 
ſaying to himſelf, Thou haſt Good' laid 
up for many Tears; Take thine Eaſe, 
Eat, Drink and be Merry! 


Fourthly, 1 infer from the Text, 
what a Wonderfully Powerful Mo- 


., tive, the Hopes we have of Receiving 
ſuch Glorious Things in the Future | 


life, muſt needs be, 7o Receive Evil 
things at the Hand of God in this life. 
It our Receiving the Good things of 


this Preſent State, be ſuch a Motive | 
thereto as hath been ſhewed, then | 


What a Motive is that of the Hope of 


infinitely better Things in that to | 


come / 

I Confeſs that the Motive in the 
Text hath the Advantage, as the Mat- 
ter there of is Things preſent, and 
the Matter of the other, Things to 
come ; But conſidering all the other 
differences, between theſe zwo forts 
of Good things ; and that there is the 
greateſt aſſurance imaginable given to 
good People, of their hereafter Re- 
ceiving thole Good things, there is 

no 
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' no Compariſon to be made between 


this and that Motive. 
It is impoſſible, that he ſhould think 


| God a Severe Maſter, let him meet with 


; 


never ſo many Evil things in this 
World, who hath a Sure and Certain 


| Hope of Ere long Receiving ſuch Good 


things, as Paſs all Underſtanding : As 


| the Eye of Man never ſaw, nor his 


Ear ever heard, nor his Heart is able 
to Conceive any like unto them. 

It muſt needs make this Yale of 
Tears, not only a Tolerable but a 


| Pleaſant Place, ro Conſider, that at 
\ the End thereof 1s the Mount of Foy : 
| Of Foy Unſpeakable and full of Glory. 


And that theſe (comparatively ſpeak- 
ing) Light Afictions which are but 
for a Moment, will work out for us 
(if we are not inexcuſably wanting 
to our ſelves) a far more exceeding 
and Eternal weight of Glory. 


Fifthly, T infer, How unreaſonable 
it is, to have the lower and more 


; undervaluing thoughts of the Divine 
Goodneſs and Beneficence, and the 
lels Senſe of our Obligations to God, 
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in regard of the Evils wherewith 
our Good things are mixed, and our 


Earthly Comforts are allayed. The 


great unreaſonableneſs hereof will. 
appear by the following Conſidera- 


tions, over and above thoſe we have 
been preſented with from the words 


of the Text. 


I. Very many, and perhaps the 
incomparably greater part of the E- 
vils we ſuffer, are not from the mere, 


or immediate Providence of God. It 
is Certain, that innumerable are of 


Mens own inflicting upon themſelves. 
And not only deſerved by them, but 
alſo the neceſſary Eftedts of their Sin- 
ning, or of their Inadvertency. 

We will take Poverty for one In- 
ſtance. For the mo#f# part, we may 
well adventure to ſay, Men fall into 
it from Plentitul Fortunes, through 


| their wicked or fooliſh waſting their 


Eſtates; by either Spending them up- 
on their Luſts, or their raſh Engaging 


for Non-Solvent Perſons, or their Im- | 


providence, Idleneſs and Mindleſneſs 
of their Buſineſs, Where oxe is brought 


co 


at the Hand of GOD. 


' to great Want, by the mere Provi- 
dence of God, our obſervation I be- 
lieve will tell us of Mary, who ought 
co impute it to themſelves immedi- 
ately. 


Let Sickneſs be another Inſtance. 
Men, for Certain, do ordinarily tall 
into Diſcafes, by doing what they 
ought not to do, or negledting whar 
they ought to do, and for want of 
due Care and Caution. 

From whence do too Commonly 
the Tormenting Diſeaſes of the Gout 
and Stone, and the Dropſy and Con- 
ſumption come, but trom mens offend- 
ing as to the Quantity or Quality of 
their Liquors; or trom ſuct ocher 
Cauſes as by a greater Care of them- 
{ſelves mighr have been Prevented ? 

Feavers are ſome of the molt com- 
mon Diſeaſes, but are they not ord1- 
narily Occaſ:oned, either by fome 1n- 
temperance in Meats or Drini|;s, or 
Exerciſe ; or unicatonable Drinking 
when Over hot, or not taking, care i 
cool by degrees, and the like 2 And 
I am periwaded, that in reſledaing 

3-4 upon 
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upon the Cauſes of our Sicknelſles of 
oſt kinds, there are few of us who 
are not ſenſible, that rhey were the 
natural Conſequents of ſome Sin or 
Imprudence or other, much more 
frequently, than of that which was 
wholly unavoidable. 


Except in the Caſe of the Airs be- 


ing infetcd: with Peſtilential or Ma- 
lignant Vapours, we have great rca- 
ſon to think, that the much greater 
Number are laid upon Sick Beds by the 
Ordinary Maladies, through ſome 
Neglect of their Health ; and therefore 
that there may be no more than che 
Permiſſirve Hand of God in their be- 
ing deprived thereof, 


When we ſuffer in our Reputation, 
or otherways, from the / wil of 0- 
thers, ought we not too often to thank 
our ſelves tor not being ſo Cautious, 
as we ſhould have been, of giving 
them Offence; and to impute ir at 
leaſt to Inconlideration and Raſhnelſs 
as to ſome Actions or Words, which 
gave occaſion more or leſs, to their 
being provoked againſt us? 

Thoſe 
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at the Hand of GOD. 


Thoſe that ſuffer from the Mzrsbe- 
haviour, or Undutifulneſs of their Chil- 
dren ( which mult needs be, eſpeci- 
ally to Good Men, the greateſt of all 
Afflictions ) are they nor, for the moſt 
part, too well aware, that theſe ſuf- 
terings are 1n a great meaſure owing 
to themſelves; and that they mighr 
have had much better Children, if 
they had ſet them a better Example, 
and given them better Education ? 


And I need not add, that the ſame 
is to be ſaid, in reference to the Di- 
vine Providence, of thoſe AﬀiQtions 
which do ariſe from our Sympathy 
with thoſein Aﬀlidtion, who are dear 
to us, when they ſuffer through their 
own default. 


And the ſame thing is to be aſler- 
ted of thoſe Evils, which we have 
not brought upon our ſelves, but are 
occaſioned by the Faults of our Pa- 
rents, or of ſuch as whoſe Intereſts 
and Concerns, are neceſſarily linked 
together with ours; ſo that the one 
cannot ſuffer, but the other alſo my 
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As when a Man lives in Penury, 

by means of his Fathers diſabling 
himſelf by his Prodigality, Sin, or iſ} 
Folly, to leave him a Subſiſtence, W 

Or when a Trades- man 1s made a th 
Bankrupt by his means, whom he A 
hath taken into Partnerſhip. Or | 


when Parents, having by Debauche- of 
ry Marred their own Bodies, and vi- hi 
tiated their Conſtitutions, Propagate tt 
their Diſeaſes or Weakneſles, to the tt 
Children which are afterwards born W 
of them, tt 
us 

Now I fay, there is nothing more D 


Unreaſonable, than to think God Al- tl 
mighty the /e/s Good, in regard of 
ſuch Evils as thoſe now mentioned. 

And if it be well Conſidered, I can- 0 


not, I ſay,doubt but that moft of thoſe n 
which Men complain of, are of that tl 
nature. 7 


And what would we have God to G 
do, to keep off ſuch Evils as theſe 2 v 
Would we have him to be continually F 
laying irreſiſtible Reſtreints upon Free f 
Agents, ſo as that it ſhall be _ : 

{ible 


at the Hand of G OD. 


ſible for them at any time to do wick- 
edly, or at any time to act fool- 
iſhly2 If wethink that zhzs would 
well become Him, we muſt think at 
the ſame time, that to make Free 
Agents did dis become Him. But ſup- 
' poſing ſuch Agents ſo left to the U/e 
of their Liberty, as not to be ſo with 
held trom either Sinning, or playing 
the Fools, as that they can not do ei- 


ther, the foreſaid and ſuch like Evils' 


will neceſlarily follow from the Abuſe 
thereof. And rherefore far be it from 
us, to have the lower opinion of the 
Divine Goodneſs upon the account of 
them. 


But I ought to add (in order to 
our having a juſt Senſe of Gods Good- 
neſs, and that it may loſe nothing of 
the Honour due to it) that He doth 
innumerable times prevent by Specza? 
Providences, our running into thoſe 
Sins, and thoſe Raſh Actions, which 
we thould moſt Certainly have other- 
wiſe been guilty of. And He doth 
frequently (and poſſibly « often ) in 
2 Secret inviſible manner, fo _ 

rule 
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rule Natural Cauſes of Evils, as to 
prevent their producing them, when 
they were ready to do it. Not only 
Hiſtory, but many of our Own ob- 
fervations, do furniſh us with great 
Proofs hereof. And if theſe Propofi- 
tions were not 4oth true, it is not 
imaginable but that thzs world would 
be a far more intolerable Place than 
it is, Conſidering how it Abounds 
with Wickedneſs, and how Corrupt 
Human Nature is in this lapſed State, 
and what Fooliſh & Heady Creatures 
the Generality of Mankind are, and 
what Dangers weare always Encom- 
paſſed with. And the worſt objeCti- 
no we can make againſt Almighty 
God, for not always thus interpoſing, 
15,that He will not have His Goodnets 
in any one inſtance, to thwart and 
contradict that Wiſdom by which He 
Governs the World. 

But ſuppoſe we waved the Confi- 
deration of the Divine Wi/dom in the 
Caſe, what Reaſon can we have to 
complain of God's deficiency in Good 
eſs, becauſe He is not more concern- 
ed to keep Evils off from us, than 

we 


at the Hand of GOD. 


we our ſelves are? *Tis certain, He 
is much more concerned for our Goud 
than we can be, and /ad would it be 


for us, if He were not ; but ſuppoſe - 


Him onely equally ſo, we ſhould not 
have cauſe to think Him wanting to 
us, but ſhould ſee great Reaſon to 
Admire His Goodneſs; conſidering 
that Ze is infinitely Above even the 
Glorious Angels, and can get nothing 
by any of His Creatures being Hap- 
py, nor loſe any thing by their be- 
ing Miſerable. 


IT. Let us zext Conſider, That, as 
Abundance of the Evils which Men 
groan under, are not from the mere 
or immediate Providence of God, ſo 
very many things which we are apt to 
account Evils, and are matter of Dif- 
content to us, are zot Evils. That 
Stoical Maxim, Mens Minds are not 
troubled with Things, but with the 
Falſe Opinions they have of Things, 
would be very true, if it ran thus, 
Mens Minds are not ſo much troubled 
with Things, &c. For there are a mul- 
titude of things which greatly di- 

ſturb 
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ſturb men, which are onely Evils of 
their own making ; and which they 
would make exceeding light of, would 
they govern themſelves more by Rea- 
ſon, than by fond Phanſy, and the 
Childiſh Opinions of other Folk. 

To have nothing of Superfluity, but 
a bare Competency, how many are 
there who account zhis a great Evil! 
Tho? the Apoſtle ſaith, ZZaving Food 
and Rayment, let us be therewith con- 
tent. And we have a good Old Say- 
ing, Nature i content with a little, 
and Grace with leſs. How many lay 
it to heart, as a grievous thing, to 
be neceſſitated to Earn their Bread 
with the Sweat of their Brows; nay 
not to be able to make ſuch a Figure 
among their Neighbours, as divers of 


them do! And thereupon they take 


bur ſlight Notice of the innumerable 
great Mercies which they enjoy ; and 
inſtead of being thanktul tor them, 
murmur at the [Divine Providence, 
becauſe they have not all they would 

have. 
But as God Almighty asked the 
peeviſh Propher, Whether he did well 
to 


at the Hand of GOD. 


to be Angry? I ask theſe, Whether 
they do well to be diſcontented, and to 
have ſo little Senſe of the Bounty of 
their Great Benefaftor 2 For (not to 
mind them again, that whatſoever the 
Good things are which rhey enjoy, 
| they are more than He oweth them, 
or than their Deſerts can claim ) 
they ought to conſider, that the whole 
World is God's Charge, and not only 
ſome particular Perſons ; and that His 
Goodneſs expreſſcth its ſelf by fo pro- 
 Portioning His Bleſſings to particu- 
| lars, as thall be moſt for the good of 


' the Whole: And that it would be 


extremely ill tor the Whole, for a// 
to be alike Sharers in His Good things. 

And it is neceſlary for the Well- 
being of the whole, that there ſhould 
be a great Variety of Ranks and Or- 
ders of Men: By which means, all 
neceſlary Offices have Pcople fitted 
for them. 

And, withal, they ought ro Con- 
ſider, that if it be neceſſary that ma- 
ny ſhould be in low Circumſtances, 
tor the performance of the lower and 
meaner Offices, which yet are eve- 

ry 
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ry Whit as neceſſary as the higher, 
what Reaſon can they give, why 
themſelves ſhould not be in the Num- 
ber of thoſe many ? And whether, for 
the ſame Reaſon that they would be 
placed in one of the higher] Orbs, e- 
very body elſe may not expett it ? 
Self-love 1s the onely Reaſon, why 
They would be fo, but why may not 
Every man Love himlſelf,/ as well as 
they love themſelves ? 

They ought to conſider too, that 
at this rate there could be no plea- 
ſing them. For tho' God ſhould ſtill 
Humour them, in giving them their 
deſires, it would but make them riſe, 
{till higher and higher in their Cra- 
VIngs. 

It is an Unqueſtionable Truth, that 
Contentment 1s not to be fetched from 
without, but from an \inward good 
Frame and Temper of Mind. And 
therefore we find, that thoſe who are 
in High Places, are not the mof? but 
the /eaf? Contented; are\ far more 
Ambitious of Riſing ſtill Higher, than 
thoſe whoare in the very /owef?. And 


tor the ſame Reaſon, he, who being 
in 


-—T—» 
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 1na Low Condition, is diſcontented 
becauſe he is not in an higher, will 
never be ſatisfied till he gets to the ve- 
ry Top; nor then neither. 

So that, ifthy being without ſuch 
| or ſuch Good things, may Reaſona- 

bly be a matter of Complaint, or 
cauſe an Abatement of Gratitude, 
thou canſt never be put into ſuch Cir- 
cumſtances, as where in thou wilt ſee 
| Cauſe to be very Thanktul, or not to 
| Complain. 

And I add, that it is highly Wor- 
thy of an Infinitely Good God, in- 
| ſtead of being Repugnant to His Good: 
| neſs, tomake ſuch teel real Evils, who 
frame to themſelves ſo many Imagj- 
nary Ones: To make thoſe Sufferers 
| In good earneſt, who complain of ſuch 
things as Evils, which are zof fo, but 
at worF? in a leſs degree Good things : 
And to bring Heavy Afflitions on 
thoſe, who make by their Diſcontenr 
Light Ones Heavy. 


III. Conſider that, as you want 
| thoſe Good things which many have, 

{0 Abundance of tho!e who enjoy 
| K thoſe 
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thoſe things, do want others that you 
have. How many that have great 
Eſtates, and Honourable Titles, are 
deſtitute of ſome of the moſt Common 
Mercies; by which means they 'are 
able to take but little Conteng, in all 
their Grandeur! And by which 
means, Thouſands of the Meaneſt 
People, would be very unwilling to 


change Conditions with them, And 


who knows not, that the moſt com- 
mon Bletlings, are the moſt Vahy- 
able ? 

What Beggar would loſe his Eye- 


/ight, to be a Lord? Who would 


change his Cottage for a Palace, if he 
mult give his Health and his Eaſe into 
the Bargain2 Who would not rather 
chuſe ro fleep fweetly upon Srraw, 


. than to lye'Crying out under the 


Stone or Gout, upon a Bed of 7vory ? 


- What* Wiſe Man would nor rather 


Eat Covrie Fare with a good Sto- 


mach and Appetite, than to be ferv- | 


ed with Great Variety of Choice 
Diſhes, and unable to Digeſt one of 
them without Wine, or Reliſh one 
of them without Sauces 2? 

Nay, 


j 
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Nay,if we underſtood what Crofles 
and Vexations of innumerable kinds, 
| do attend great Eſtates, and what 
/ Dangers High Places are ſurrounded 
| with, we thould greatly pity very 
Rich and Great Men, inftead of En- 
vying them; and think our ſelves | 
far more Happy with a quiet and a 
late Competency. — 
There 4s nothing more plainly Ob- 
{ervable, than that ordinarily the 
Meaneft Servants .of Great People, do 
enjoy more fatisfaction , than their | 
"Ou _ Ladies. ; 
t put all things together, EY 
tho:there'bea vaſt Jifforeace berween | 
Mean -and Men in their external Cir- [ 
 cumſlances, there is but very little | 
| difference between them, as to their 
| partaking of che Divine Beneficence. 
| No Mean enjoys af Good things, 
and. tis commonly feen that he who, 
falls ſhart of another in Joe, as 5 much) 
excells him 1n Othgre. YR, | 


1V. Canſider how prone we arep | 
to make the Good things God tblel- . | 
teth us "—_ Evils to our elves, and 
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the greateſt Evils. That is, to con- 


vert our Temporal Good things in-- 


* to Spiritual Evil things ; and to make 


2 Abuſing them, if they had them 2 + 


them more Miſchievous to our Souls, 
than it is poſſible they ſhould be Be- 
neficial to our Outward Man. 

. And, as we are all very prone here- 
to, ſo, are not moſt Men aually fo 
much the more High-minded, Vain, 
Covetous and Senſual, &'c. by how 
much the more they Abound in Earth- 


ly Bleſſings? And therefore is God ever - 


the leſs Good to men, in either depri- 


ving them of thoſe Good things they - 


ſo Abuſe,y or in Withholding many 
ſuch from ' hoſe, whom He knows 
would be in very great Danger of 


V. Conſider how many do make - 


little Conſcience of doing Evil to 0- 
thers; of making them Sufferers. in 
one reſped or other : And how many 
of thoſe, who would not be thought 
Unjuſt or Cruel, can find in their 
hearts to be Severe and Rigid. And 


how many that are better Natured 


and better Principled than ſuch Per- 
> ſons, 
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at the Hand of GOD, wot 
' ſons, are nothing ſo inclined to Pity the AF 
.* flicted and Diſtreſſed, as they ought to be; 
' nor to Concern themſelves to keep off Evils 
from their Brethren, or to Eaſe them of them, 
according to their Power. 
| Now with what Face can ſuch Expe&R, 
that God Almighty. ſhould be ſo Tender of 
thoſe, either in Preventing the lighting of 
Evils upon them , or in taking chem off, 
When ever they would have Him, who are 
either Harth to, or 1o little Tender of their 
Fellow-Chriſtians, or Fellow-Creatures ? 
How doth it Diſ- become the Goodneſs of 
God, to fay to ſuch, With what Meaſare 
you Mete, it ſhall be Meted to you again? 
What Wretched People then are they, who 
Complain of God, for Shewing no more Mer- 
cy to them, who have no more Mercy: for 
others ; and that will have Him to be the leſs 
Good upon this account ! Since it 15 no con- 
tradition to His Goodnels, to Abandon ſuch 
to Extreme Sufferings, but an Act moſt wor- 
thy of His Juſtice. | 


V I. It may be Conſidered too, that ma- 
ny of the Evils which befall us, others do 
Gain more by than the Sufferers loſe ; & con- 
ſequently, God is more Gracious to others in 
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them, than He is Severe to thoſe who Suf- 
fer by them. We ule 40 ſay, That is av 
17 Wend, which blows no body good. | 
And, 4s we have ſhewed, that God deſigns 
Mens own Good in their Sufferings, be they 
never 10 bad, provided they have not Sin- 
ned themſelves paſt Recovery by Afﬀictions; 
and thatall that improve rhem asthey ought, 
do.reap great Advantage by them, efpecially 
Spirizual Advantage, 1o hath He Cantrived 
hi —__ & Manner, as —_— 
Mutually Advantaped by one anothers ; 
Aictions. There may 'be given a 7houſand 
Jaſtances -of thi nature, and therefore ut is 
needleſs to give any. 
; Now, He that wonld takea Mcalure of the 
Divine Goodnels,by what happeneth to Zine 
Jelf, Conſidered as a Being Separate from the 
Reſt of Mankind, muſtibe {o.S:4y as to think 
at the ſame time, that God hath:no Body to 
be Concerned for befides Zimſelf. 


Now, take we along with theſe Confidera- 
tions, what hath been Diſcourled of the Few- 


our Good things: And of our Ner-deſers 
of the leaſt Good things, but our High ds- 


fert of the Greateſt Evils: Aod of the Need 


we 


e/s of our Evil things, in Compariſon of | 
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we all have of Evil _—_ a Evil 
things being appointed us by lmrgh- 
ty, trom this Self-ſame Principle that Good 
things are; | fay, Let theſe accompany our 
taft mentioned Confiderations, and ther, if 
we are Able, let us think it a Tolerable 
thing to Repine at any of God's Dealings 
with us; or to Ceaſe to Praiſe Him, and to 
have a Thankful Senſe of our Obligations 
to Him, under even the Sharpeſt Tryals. 
Then let us think, if we can, that that Ex- 
hortation of the P/al/mi#i, may be ſometimes 
Unſeafonable, viz. Praiſe the Lord; for it 
3 Good to Sing Praiſes unto our God': For it 
ws Pleaſant, and Praiſe is Comely. 

If, after a that hath now been Offered 
to our Confideration, we can perfwade our 
ſelves thus to think, we mult Blame holy 
Job for being fo offended as his Wife's Taunt, 
Blefs God and Dye. 


But now, in the Conclufron, T muſt Repeat 
what hath been already Suggeſted, and which 
Sad Experience atlures us of, viz. That it 1s 
far more eaſie to Satisfie our Reaſon, than 
to bring our Paſſions under the Government 
thereof; and eſpecially in reference to the 
Bearing of Afflitions. And theretore there 
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is an Abſolute Neceſlity of adding, to what” 
ſoever Conſiderations we are furniſhed with 
to Strengthen us under them, our Frequent, 
Humble, 2nd moſt Importunate Supplicati- 
ons to. the Throne of Grace, that we may 
not under the Aflidting Hand of God, be 1o 
Over-Power'd with Melancholy, as to be un- 
able to think a Wiſe Thought ; and to be In- 
abled ſo to fix our Minds upon Such Conſt- 
derations, as that they may make an Effe- 
Qual Impreſſion ; and that we may have Sup- 

rts ſuitable to our Burdens; without which, 
et us Exerciſe our Thinking Faculty as well 
as we can, we ſhall be as Weak as Water. 


And they were great Divine Supports to 


Which Fob was above al! beholden; or he 
had never Behaved himſelf as he did, under 
Such Mighty Calamities; nor particularly 
given ſo brave a Reply to his Wifes Pro- 
phane Speech, as, What 2 Shall we receive 
Good at the Hand of God, and ſhall we not 
receive Evil ? 9"eY 


